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rity. This order, however, continued only
for a short period of time, and human
governments again prevailed. The Lord
sought, from time to time, in the midst
of these human governments, to select a
people who would give heed to his law
and be governed by him as the Being
who had the right to govern; inasmuch
as he had created the earth and the in-
habitants thereof, he had the right to
give laws and institutions for the gov-
ernment of man. But few, indeed, there
were that gave heed to these divine in-
stitutions. The Lord, at length, called
out a people from Egypt, and took upon
himself the power, and gave revelation
to them in a very conspicuous and won-
derful manner. He came down in the
sight of some twenty-five hundred thou-
sand people, and gave them laws; they
heard those laws proclaimed from Mount
Sinai. Male and female, old and young,
throughout all the hosts of Israel, had
the opportunity of learning something in
regard to the laws of heaven. However,
they quickly corrupted themselves in the
sight of God, and while Moses yet tarried
in the mount, not being satisfied with the
laws which God had revealed, and which
he intended to give unto them, they de-
vised institutions of their own. They
gathered together their jewels, their gold
and their silver, and so forth, and be-
gan to make gods of their own for the
people to worship, among which we have
an account of two calves that were made
by Aaron, while Moses was yet in the
mount talking with the Lord and re-
ceiving oracles and laws for the govern-
ment of that people. Having received
these laws, written upon tables of stone,
Moses departed out of the mount, by the
command of God, to go down and visit
the people. The Lord had told Moses
that they had corrupted themselves, and
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he went down, being filled with the jus-
tice of the Almighty, or, as it is writ-
ten, his anger was kindled against the
people, which I interpret as a spirit of
justice. He found that they had made
gods and bowed down before them, and
said—"These be thy gods, oh Israel, that
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt."
However, a revolution was performed in
the midst of the people, and Moses suc-
ceeded in bringing most of the people to
their senses again, that they were will-
ing to receive the divine law. Their sin
however was so great, that the first law
which the Lord intended to bestow upon
them, namely, the law of the Gospel, was
withheld.

Now here is something, perhaps, that
may be a little new to strangers, to
hear the Latter-day Saints say that the
Gospel of the Son of God was withheld
from the people of Israel. But in proof
of my assertion, I will refer you to Paul's
declaration to the Hebrews, wherein he
says—'"The gospel was preached unto
them in the wilderness, as well as unto
us; but the word preached did not profit
them, not being mixed with faith in them
that heard it." From this we learn that
the children of Israel, at first, were not
placed under the law of carnal command-
ments. They were not placed under the
law which exacts an eye for an eye, a
tooth for a tooth, and if a man smite
thee on the cheek, turn and resist the
evil. This was not the first law that was
given to Israel. The law of the Gospel,
the same Gospel that was taught in the
days of Christ, was given to them first,
with this one exception—the children of
Israel were required to look forward to
the coming of their Messiah, and to the
atonement that he should make upon
the cross, that they, by faith in the fu-
ture atonement that was to be made,



