SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, ETC.

second coming in the clouds of heaven
will be such that it will consume the
wicked and ungodly, and those who re-
pent not and who do not sanctify them-
selves before the Lord. Our God in that
day will be a consuming fire; the inten-
sity of this fire will be so great that the
very hills, the Psalmist David informs us
in another place, "will melt like wax be-
fore his presence." The Prophet Isaiah,
in speaking of the fire or heat that would
accompany the second advent of the Son
of God, declares that the mountains shall
flow down at his presence. The elements
that now constitute these rugged moun-
tains which we see here on this continent
and in all parts of the earth where we
travel will melt with fervent heat, and
will flow down before the presence of the
Lord. The brightness of this fire will be
greater than that of the sun in its glory.
I mean our temporal, literal sun, from
which we receive light and heat, as you
will find recorded in the last verse of the
24th chapter of Isaiah, which says that
"when the Lord of hosts shall come to
reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem,
and before his ancients gloriously, the
sun shall hide his face in shame, and
the moon shall be confounded." With all
the brightness of that luminary which
lights this creation it will hide its face
in shame; and the bright luminaries of
heaven will be confounded as it were, so
great will be the glory of his presence—a
fire devouring before him, and all nature
feeling the power of the Almighty, which
will be exerted on that grand occasion.

Will the wicked be able to endure this
intense heat and not be consumed? I now
have reference to their physical taberna-
cles, their temporal bodies. Hear what
prophecy has declared in relation to this.
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Read the last chapter contained in the
Old Testament; that will answer the
question.

"For, behold, the day cometh, that
shall burn as an oven; and all the proud,
yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be
stubble: and the day that cometh shall
burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts,
that it shall leave them neither root nor
branch.”

Notice, now, how completely it will
sweep the proud and those who do
wickedly from the face of this creation.
The fire that proceeds forth from the
presence of God at his second coming
shall burn as an oven, and shall not only
affect the mountains and the elements so
as to melt them, but it will also consume
the proud and them that do wickedly
from the face of the globe. What effect
will this intense heat have upon the righ-
teous? No more than the heated fur-
nace of Nebuchadnezzar had upon the
Hebrews who were cast therein; and
though it was heated seven times hotter
than it was wont to be heated and slew
those who cast their fellows into it, yet
they who were thrown into it received
no harm, not even the smell of fire on
their garments. They were protected by
a miracle, and the fire that slew their en-
emies was their preservation. So like-
wise when the Son of God shall burn up
the wicked and consume their bodies to
ashes, both root and branch, leaving no
remnants of them among all people, na-
tions and tongues, the righteous will be
prepared to enter into the midst of this
flaming fire without receiving any harm,;
indeed they will be caught up into the
very presence of God, and they will be
surrounded with a pillar of fire as Moses
was when he came down from Mount
Sinai, only to a far greater extent; but
it will have no power over them, in fact
it will be their protection and salvation,
their glory, happiness and joy.



