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of this continent, darkness like that of
Egypt, that could be felt by the people.
No sun, nor moon, nor stars were permit-
ted to shine on that occasion, not a glim-
mer of light, three days and three nights
of darkness.

All this took place at the crucifixion
of Christ. The judgments came as pre-
dicted by the prophets. The rocks upon
nearly all the face of this continent, prior
to that event, were not found disrupted
as at the present day. Those who have
traveled through these mountainous re-
gions and looked at the various strata of
rocks find many of them turned up edge-
ways. This must have been caused by
some terrible convulsion. You will see
it on every hand in these mountains. It
is not something peculiar to our vicin-
ity, but the same thing occurs through-
out all the vast region called the Rocky
Mountains. From the frozen regions of
the north until you penetrate through
the Isthmus into the Andes, and then
on to the end of this continent in the
south, we find these disruptions, seams
and cracks among the various strata of
rock. Before the coming of Christ this
was not so. Many mountains existed
after the crucifixion where there were
deep valleys before, and the whole face of
the land was changed. No wonder then
that our miners here in these rocky re-
gions, and in various portions of Mon-
tana, California, and Nevada, occasion-
ally, after digging several hundred feet,
find remains of human arts. They find
these things, and they have published
descriptions of them in the papers in
California and elsewhere, and in con-
sequence of these discoveries they be-
gin to calculate that the earth must be
so many hundred thousand years old,
and some of them conclude that it must
be millions, in order to account for the
phenomena which have been observed.

But geologists should leave these things
out of the question and should begin to
inquire what has produced these terrible
convulsions of nature, what has thrown
up these vast ridges of mountains, what
has sunk down valleys? What is it that
has disrupted and apparently thrown
the western continent into such terrible
convulsion as to place the rocks on edge
and rend them asunder? If they would
inquire into these things it would be no
marvel to them to find the remains of
the ancient arts of men sunk far beneath
the surface of the earth. I would say to
them that, peradventure, they may yet
find, when the Lord shall again convulse
this continent, as he assuredly will do,
throwing down the mountains and rais-
ing up the valleys, at the time of his sec-
ond coming, for then, says the prophet
Isaiah, the mountains shall flow down
at his presence. Then, says the prophet
David, the hills and the mountains shall
melt like wax before the presence of the
Lord. I say when this great and terrible
convulsion shall come we may find cities
rising, as it were, from the bowels of the
earth, disgorged and brought to the sur-
face. It need not surprise the inhabitants
who then live to see cities brought up
from the depths of the lakes and from the
depths of great waters; to see mountains
removed from their places and uncover-
ing ancient cities that have been covered
up for generations. All it needs then is a
convulsion, a terrible catastrophe of na-
ture to produce the effects that are some-
times ascribed to long ages of the slow
working of the elements. But to go back
to the history.

At the time of the crucifixion the
Nephites dwelt in North America
and also occupied a portion of South
America; and after that event, the
more righteous portion of those among
them who were spared and also those


