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Savior. By revelation from the Lord
they traveled southwest from the city of
Jerusalem, and after reaching the Red
Sea they continued along its eastern bor-
ders and afterwards bent their course
eastward, arriving at the Indian Ocean.
There they were commanded by the
Almighty to build a vessel, the pattern
of which was given to them by revela-
tion, building it as Noah built the Ark—
under the direction of the Almighty. On
board this vessel they embarked, and
were guided by the Almighty across the
great Indian Ocean. Passing among the
islands, how far south of Japan I do not
know, they came round our globe, cross-
ing not only the Indian Ocean, but what
we term the great Pacific Ocean, land-
ing on the western coast of what is now
called South America. As near as we can
judge from the description of the country
contained in this record the first landing
place was in Chile, not far from where
the city of Valparaiso now stands.

After landing on the western coast
of South America, they divided into two
colonies, one colony called Lamanites,
the other called Nephites. These names
originated from two brothers, the name
of one being Laman, the name of the
other Nephi. The Lamanites became a
very wicked and corrupt people. The
Nephites believed in the law of Moses,
in God, in the spirit of revelation and
prophecy; they believed in visions, in the
ministration of angels, and they sought
to serve the Lord with all their hearts,
and they were exceedingly persecuted
by the Lamanites. The Nephites, by
the command of the Almighty, made
sacred records on gold plates, and on
these plates they were commanded to
engrave their history, their prophe-
cies, the dealings of the Lord with
them from generation to generation.

Being so severely persecuted by the
Lamanites, the Nephites were com-
manded of the Lord to depart from their
midst, that is to leave the first place
of colonization in the country which the
Spanish now call Chile. They came
northward from their first landing place
traveling, according to the record, as
near as I can judge, some two thousand
miles. The Lamanites remained in pos-
session of the country on the South. The
Nephites formed a colony not far from
the head waters of the river Amazon, and
they dwelt there some four centuries, in-
creasing and spreading forth in the land.
The Lamanites, in the South and in the
middle portions of South America, also
spread forth and multiplied, and became
a very strong and powerful nation. Many
wars existed between the two nations, in
which hundreds of thousands were de-
stroyed. Finally, in the course of genera-
tions, the Nephites fell into wickedness;
they departed in a great measure from
the law of Moses and from the precepts
of truth which had been taught to them
by the prophets in their midst. A cer-
tain portion of them who still believed
were commanded of the Lord to leave
their brethren in consequence of their
wickedness; they did so, and those who
still remained faithful, under the guid-
ance of prophets and revelators, came
still further northward, emigrating from
the head waters of what we now term
the river Amazon, upon the western
coast, or not far from the western coast,
until they came on the waters of the
river which we call the Magdalena. On
this river, not a great distance from the
mouth thereof, in what is now termed
the United States of Columbia, they
built their great capital city. They also
discovered another nation that already
possessed that country called the peo-
ple of Zarahemla. They also were a


