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schemes for their temporal salvation.
Our object is the temporal salvation of
the people as much as it is for their spir-
itual salvation. By and by the nations
will be broken up on account of their
wickedness; the Latter-day Saints are
not going to move upon them with their
little army, they will destroy themselves
with their wickedness and immorality.
They will contend and quarrel one with
another, state after state and nation af-
ter nation, until they are broken up,
and thousands, tens of thousands and
hundreds of thousands will undoubtedly
come and seek protection at the hands of
the servants of God, as much so as in the
days of Joseph when he was called up-
hill to lay a plan for the salvation of the
house of Israel.

We have received revelation and, ac-
cordingly, we are here in these moun-
tain valleys, and we are going to stay
here. We shall cultivate our farms, and
lay foundation for a time when the na-
tions shall be broken up. Multitudes will
then flee to these valleys of the moun-
tains for safety, and we shall extend pro-
tection to them. You may say, shall you
require them to be baptized and to be-
come Latter-day Saints? Not by any
means. I meet with gentlemen from time
to time, from different portions of the
Union. I never offer them my religious
views unless they seek them. I am not
anxious to push my religious views upon
any man. I will do them all the good I

can. If a gentleman comes into my neigh-
borhood, a stranger, I will say, "Will you
have something to eat? Is there any-
thing I can do for you?" I am not anx-
ious to make a "Mormon" of him, not by
any means; we extend the hand of char-
ity just as far as people are willing to al-
low us; but when, as I said at the begin-
ning, people are crowding upon us, per-
sons who are determined to destroy us
and have not the principles of humanity
in their bosoms, we cannot exercise that
charity in their behalf that we desire.

Well, we expect to do good; it is our
duty, as the servants and ministers of
God upon the earth, to do good to his off-
spring. This is our mission, and it is as
much our duty to do good to those who do
not receive the Gospel, as it is to do good
to ourselves; and God will give us the op-
portunity, just according to our desires,
despite the efforts of evil-minded men.
Our business is to save, not to destroy,
and as we improve and advance, and de-
velop the attributes of deity within us
God will remove from our path the im-
pediments and obstacles to our progress
that are found therein; and the bitter
branches, as they increase or manifest
themselves, will be removed one after
another, until the people of God have all
the opportunity they desire to do good to
the world.

I have occupied time sufficient. God
bless you. Amen.


