
226 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

their own feelings and to overcome the
evil within themselves without having to
come in contact with the evils of others.

I will say with regard to the so-called
Christian world, and the moral reform
of which they talk so much, that they
are an utter failure, so far as stemming
the tide of evil among men is concerned;
and if this Gospel that Jesus has re-
vealed in the latter days does not do it,
it will not be done. But we say it will
be done. We shall continue our course,
praying the Father in heaven to assist us
in preaching the principles of righteous-
ness, and we shall drive the wedge a lit-
tle further and a little further, and by
and by the world will be overturned ac-
cording to the words of the prophet, and
we will see the reign of righteousness en-
ter in, and sin and iniquity will have to
walk off. But the power and principles
of evil, if they can be called principles,
will never yield one particle to the righ-
teous march of the Savior, only as they
are beaten back inch by inch, and we
have got to take the ground by force. Yes,
by the mental force of faith, and by good
works, the march forth of the Gospel will
increase, spread, grow and prosper, un-
til the nations of the earth will feel that
Jesus has the right to rule King of na-
tions as he does King of Saints. We are
in this work, and we calculate to pursue
it too; and we are not the least afraid.
As I have told my brethren and sisters
a thousand times, I have but one fear,
and that is that the Latter-day Saints
will not do just right. There is no fear
in the life of the man or woman who
will serve God with all his heart, keep
His commandments, love mercy, eschew
evil and promote the principles of right
and righteousness upon the earth. Is
this so? Yes, and I bear testimony to it.

I will turn again to the Latter-day
Saints and to the world, and will say I
would to God that the Latter-day Saints
would take the word of Brigham Young
to be law! I will defy the inhabitants
of the whole earth to tell one word that
he ever counseled that was wrong; or to
point out a path that he ever advised
man or woman to walk in but would lead
to light, life, glory, immortality, and to all
that is good or desirable by the intelli-
gence that dwells upon the earth. What
do you say, is that boasting? If any per-
son has a mind to call it boasting, do so.
It is righteousness that we want, it is pu-
rity and holiness that we are after. We
are preaching to the people far and near;
our Elders are traveling through the
earth; strangers are coming here, and we
are declaring to them that the Gospel of
the Son of God is true. Whether they
believe or not, it is no matter. That
book (the Bible)contains the words of the
Almighty, and I will repeat a few of them.
Jesus says, "If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments." What do you say, hearers,
is that correct? I look at the Christian
world, and I say that the Lord Almighty
must set up His kingdom, just as Daniel
has said; and all the ordinances of that
kingdom must be observed by its inhab-
itants, or it cannot go forth, be estab-
lished and bring in the reign of Christ
on the earth. The few words of Jesus
which I have repeated, you can read for
yourselves. We had some read this after-
noon; and we can turn over the pages of
the Bible and read for ourselves; but do
not take one passage and say, "That is
mine, but I will abandon all the rest, it
is out of date." No, sir, take the Bible just
as it reads; and if it be translated incor-
rectly, and there is a scholar on the earth
who professes to be a Christian, and he
can translate it any better than King


