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have set out to be. We have lived in this
city a good many years, and, until re-
cently, when a stranger arrived here and
wanted to purchase liquor, he had to in-
quire, "Where can I find a place where
they sell liquor?" It was not to be found;
and I will say that such places would
not be found today among this people or
in these mountains were it not for the
urgent request of outsiders. We have
to bow down to the wishes and customs
of our fellow men. There are a great
many men here now in the mining inter-
ests, and they want to put up where they
can purchase liquor, for many of them
drink. As for the temperance societies
which we have been hearing about, I can
say that with all the stringency in get-
ting laws passed to prevent the sale or
use of liquor in the Eastern States, when
those who were determined to obtain it
could do so in no other way, they would
get what appeared to be a beautifully
bound book, with "Pilgrim's Progress" on
the outside, but in the inside it would
be full of whiskey. As for our saying
that the inhabitants of the earth shall
stop using ardent spirits, we may say
it, but they will not mind us. As far as
the Latter-day Saints are concerned, we
have rights, others have rights—all have
rights; and I would to God that what our
enemies say, with regard to the word of
Brigham Young being law to the Latter-
day Saints, was true; but it is not.

General Riley has been talking to us
about temperance societies; the princi-
ples he advocates are excellent, first-
rate. More than fifty-five years ago,
in the same county where he lived,
I was asked to sign a pledge. This
was when I was a boy. He is about
five years my senior. We are ac-
quainted with the same people, towns,
counties, neighborhoods and districts,
and we have traveled the roads, and

built up the towns and were acquainted
in the country, and we know and under-
stand its character at the present time.

Some people here take the liberty to
sell and dispose of their liquor without
license from the city. We have a city
here—an organized city; we have our
municipal laws; we have officers for this
city appointed by the legislative power
and enactments of this Territory; and we
have somebody or other here, who say,
"You have no law here only what we give
you, and you shall know that we are the
law to this people!" And are not our city
officers under bonds of some sixty thou-
sand dollars in the aggregate for spoiling
a nasty place carried on contrary to law?
Yes, they are, and held to bail by gov-
ernment officers. Well, what do we care
about it? Nothing. That goes to a higher
court, with a great many other matters.
They will go to a court, I hope, of justice.

But we keep liquor here; we are
obliged to do it to accommodate our
neighbors who come here; and some
Latter-day Saints take the liberty of
drinking. As far as these are concerned
they have a right to get drunk; but we
have rights, and have a right to disfel-
lowship them, or cut them off from the
Church, and we calculate to do it when-
ever it ought to be done. We have been
found fault with because we cut peo-
ple off from the Church! What do you
suppose the so-called Christian world
care about our Church? Nothing on
the face of the earth only to annihi-
late it. That is all they care for us,
poor sinners, in the mountains. What
do they care about our selling liquor?
Nothing, if it will only lead our young
men to destruction. That is what they
want. Men are sent here, ostensibly,
to guard the rights of the people, but
in reality to destroy the people. What


