
194 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

intelligence in our possession, and seek
to gain more, we will be able to bring up
our children in such a way that very few
of them will ever depart from the right
path. I want you to remember this. If
we will do just as well as we know how,
never missing an opportunity of giving
a word, a look or a principle that will
do good to the rising generation, never
permitting ourselves to be overtaken in
fault, but preserving ourselves in the in-
tegrity and patience of our souls, there
are very few of the rising generation with
us that will depart from the words of
life. As for those who are old amongst
us, their traditions and prepossessed no-
tions, imbibed in childhood, cling to them
like a garment, or like something glued
to them; and they govern them to a great
extent, and it is almost an impossibility
for old people to get rid of their tradi-
tions; but it will be very different with
our children if we train them according
to the will of God that has been revealed
to us as a people. We have the Old and
New Testaments; the Book of Mormon,
giving an account of the aborigines of our
country, the visit of the Savior to and
the organization of his Church on this
continent, the same as to his brethren
on the land of Palestine. Then we have
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants; in
addition to these three books, we have
the history, discourses and sayings of the
Prophet Joseph, and the history, sayings
and discourses of the Elders of Israel,
and also the experience we have gained
in this Church. Combine these, and I
think we cannot come to the conclusion
that we are ignorant and do not know
anything; although I say that, in com-
parison with the fountain of all knowl-
edge, our knowledge is small and tri-
fling. But if we will do as well as we
know how, we will be able to teach our

children sufficient doctrine, truth and
principle, that they will actually grow up
into Christ, our living head.

Now let us say a few words with re-
gard to human nature and its prone-
ness to wander into evil. You go, for
instance, to the river and commence to
throw sticks and shavings into the wa-
ter, and they will go downstream; and a
great effort or a very powerful wind will
be required to make a small boat, vessel,
bark, or even a board that the children
play with, go upstream. The same is true
of small streams. Cast anything into
them, and it goes downstream. We are
taught in these books that, through the
Fall, we have partaken so much of the
nature of the enemy—he has so much in-
fluence in the flesh of every person, that
we have to enter into a warfare, and we
have to summon all our force and to use
every effort to propel our bark upstream,
or to put down iniquity in our own hearts
and inclinations. I will pause right here,
and refer to what brother George Q. Can-
non was saying this morning to the chil-
dren. Said he, "My boys, do not chew
tobacco because you see others do it; do
not smoke a cigar because you see others
do it; my little girls, do not drink tea be-
cause you see mamma do it." Now let me
give you a comparison. Ask these little
boys, if they saw two parties, one on the
right hand praying to the Father in the
name of Jesus, and the other on the left
with a cigar in his mouth, puffing away
as vigorously as possible, which they
would be most inclined to imitate, and
you will find they will instantly choose
that which is evil. They are not inclined
to pray; there seems to be a kind of a
dread or terror about it, and they say,
"We do not know how to ask the Fa-
ther for blessings, and we do not think
we could pray, but give us a cigar and


