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relation to the higher baptism; and the
Lord made his servants, the Apostles,
ministers not only of the word, but also
of the Spirit. They were able ministers
of the Spirit; that is, they had author-
ity to administer the Spirit. They could
not do it of themselves; but when God
calls a man and gives him authority by
revelation and sends him to preach his
Gospel, and people listen to that Gospel
and are willing to be baptized, that man
has the right to baptize them; and if he
is ordained to the Apostleship or to those
offices that have the power to adminis-
ter the higher ordinance of the laying
on of hands, and he lays hands on, God
will acknowledge that ordinance. He will
acknowledge baptism by giving remis-
sion of sins; and he will acknowledge
the laying on of hands by sending from
heaven the gift of the Holy Ghost. In-
deed, in ancient days, when Paul went to
Ephesus he found certain persons there
who had been baptized. They thought,
no doubt, they were very pious, and
perhaps concluded that they were in a
state of salvation. They had heard of
and received what was called John's bap-
tism, but when Paul asked them if they
had received the Holy Ghost since be-
lieving they said they had not so much
as heard whether there be any Holy
Ghost. Then Paul perceived that they
had been taught by some impostor—
some person who had no authority, who
pretended to be preaching John's doc-
trine, who had told them nothing about
the Holy Ghost. John, when he bap-
tized the people, told them there was
one coming after him mightier than he
who baptized with the Holy Ghost and
with fire; but these Ephesians had been
taught by some person who had no au-
thority, and who had left out a part of
the doctrine of salvation, as preached by

John, just as the Christian sects do at
the present day. Paul saw that their
baptism was illegal, and he preached
unto them Jesus Christ, and when they
had heard this they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus, and when
Paul laid his hands upon them the Holy
Ghost fell upon them and they spoke
with tongues and prophesied.

Again, when Philip went to the city
of Samaria and preached Christ to the
people, he had no right to administer
the higher ordinances of the laying on
of hands; he had not been ordained to
the power. He had the right to bap-
tize them in water and he baptized a
large number of men and women among
them; and when the Apostles who were
at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had re-
ceived the word of God they sent unto
them Peter and John, who, when they
came down, prayed for them, that they
might receive the Holy Ghost, for as yet
he was fallen on none of them; and they
laid their hands upon them, and they re-
ceived the Holy Ghost.

Do you not see that this higher bless-
ing of the baptism of fire and of the
Holy Ghost comes through the laying on
of hands, which is an ordinance just as
much as baptism by water, both of which
have to be administered by a man called
of God, or the Lord will have nothing to
do with it.

We have thus pointed out to sin-
ners, this day, how they may be con-
verted. How do you like it? Is it ac-
cording to Scripture? If it is not re-
ject it; but it is the same doctrine that
we have taught for forty-one years in
this Church. It is the same doctrine
that has been published by the Latter-
day Saints throughout the length and
breadth of our Union; it is the same doc-
trine that we have carried to the na-
tions afar off; it is the same doctrine


