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ask Mr. Young how many wives he has."
Ladies who come into my office very fre-
quently say, "I wonder if it would hurt
his feelings if I were to ask him how
many wives he has?" Let me say to all
creation that I would as lief they should
ask me that question as any other; but I
would rather see them anxious to learn
about the Gospel. Having wives is a
secondary consideration; it is within the
pale of duty, and consequently, it is all
right. But to preach the Gospel, save
the children of men, build up the king-
dom of God, produce righteousness in
the midst of the people; govern and con-
trol ourselves and our families and all
we have influence over; make us of one
heart and one mind; to clear the world
from wickedness—this fighting and slay-
ing, this mischievous spirit now so gen-
eral, and to subdue and drive it from the
face of the earth, and to usher in and es-
tablish the reign of universal peace, is
our business, no matter how many wives
a man has got, that makes no difference
here or there. I want to say, and I wish
you to publish it, that I would as soon
be asked how many wives I have got as
any other question, just as soon; but I
would rather see something else in their
minds, instead of all the time thinking
"How many wives have you; or I won-
der whom he slept with last night." I
can tell those who are curious on this
point. I slept with all that slept, and
we slept on one universal bed—the bo-
som of our mother earth, and we slept
together. "Did you have anybody in bed
with you?" "Yes." "Who was it?" "It was
my wife, it was not your wife, nor your
daughter nor sister, unless she was my
wife, and that too legally." I can say
that to all creation, and every honest
man can say the same; but it is not all
who are professed Christians who can
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say it, and I will say, and I am sorry to
say it, not all professed "Mormons" can
say this. Live so that your heart is pure
and holy, and if the Lord Almighty gives
you a wife take good care of her, and do
not be like many of our brethren. I heard
a contention this morning between an
old man and his family, I am ashamed
to say it; as I said to the brethren, "It is
bad enough to see young fools, but worse
to see old fools." You only meet with
a man occasionally who knows enough
about human nature to govern his own
family. Men, as a general thing, do not
know the dispositions of their wives and
children, nor how to govern and control
them; and it is certainly a pretty close,
intricate point. I have had some people
ask me how I manage and control the
people. I do it by telling them the truth
and letting them do just as they have a
mind to. I control my wives by telling
them the truth and letting them do as
they like. Will I quarrel with them? No,
I will not. Some of them may have felt a
little discouraged at this. I do not know,
however, that they had a disposition to
quarrel; if they have had, they are sick
of it, for they have found out that they
cannot raise the breeze. Devils, pigs,
dogs and the brute creation quarrel. Do
intelligent men quarrel? Yes, and men
and women will quarrel, and sometimes
they quarrel with their neighbors. I meet
with some occasionally who need chas-
tening, but as for quarrelling I do not
think that I am guilty of it.

With these few remarks it is about
time to close. We shall meet again,
this afternoon. To satisfy my feelings
I should have to say a good deal. I
say to you who want to govern your
wives, set them an example, contin-
ually, that is good. Let them say,
"There is my husband, does he do any-
thing that he should not do?  No,



