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come the blessings of healing, faith,
prophecy, tongues, and so forth.

I recollect when brothers Kimball and
Hyde went to England the first man they
baptized was George D. Watt. In the sec-
ond or third meeting after his baptism,
Brother Watt got up and said: "I have the
spirit of prophecy upon me;" and said he,
"We are all going to leave England, and
are going to America, for America is the
land of Zion." Not a word had been said
to Brother Watt about the gathering. Is
not this so, Brother Hyde? (Brother O.
Hyde: Yes, sir.) I wanted to say these
few words on this subject.

And now, my brethren, the Elders of
Israel, have compassion on all the inhab-
itants of the earth, for we shall never
have the keys of authority committed to
us to be rulers until we will rule just as
God would rule if he were here himself.
We have been persecuted, driven, smit-
ten, cast out, robbed and hated; and I
may say it was for our coldness and ne-
glect of duty; and if we did not exactly
deserve it, there have been times when
we did deserve it. If we did not deserve
it at the time, it was good for and gave
us an experience, though I must say that
one of the hardest lessons for me to learn
on earth is to love a man who hates me
and would put me to death if he had the
power. I do not think I have got this les-
son by heart, and I do not know how long
I shall have to live to learn it. I am try-
ing. I believe that if the reins of power
were in my hands today, I never would
ask a man to be a Saint if he did not want
to be; and I do not think I would perse-
cute him if he worshiped a white dog, the
sun, moon, or a graven image. But let
us alone; let the kingdom of God alone,
that is all we want. If the principles
of eternal life are not sufficient to win
the hearts of the children of men, just

take your course—the downward road. I
will say if there be any here who were
once Latter-day Saints, but have apos-
tatized, do not persecute us; do not try
to hinder the work we are engaged in.
We are trying to save the living and the
dead. The living can have their choice,
the dead have not. Millions of them died
without the Gospel, without the Priest-
hood, without the opportunities that we
enjoy. We shall go forth in the name of
Israel's God and attend to the ordinances
for them. And through the Millennium,
the thousand years that the people will
love and serve God, we will build tem-
ples and officiate therein for these who
have slept for hundreds and thousands
of years—those who would have received
the truth if they had had the opportu-
nity; and we will bring them up, and
form the chain entire, back to Adam.

I will say that there is not a man
on the face of the earth but, if he knew
the objects the Saints have in view, and
the work they are engaged in, would
rather say, "I have a sixpence to help
you," sooner than he would persecute
and slander this Priesthood or people.
No, he would say, "I have a sixpence or
thousands to help on this good work."
We will bring up all the inhabitants of
the earth, except those who have sinned
against the Holy Ghost, and save them
in some kingdom where they will re-
ceive more glory and honor than ever the
Methodist contemplated. This should
be a comfort and a consolation to all
the inhabitants of the earth. They will
not save themselves, millions have not
had a chance, and millions now liv-
ing, through the strength of their tra-
ditions, will not do it; their consciences
and feelings are bound up in their sys-
tems and creeds, whereas, if they felt
as independent as they should feel,
they would break loose and receive the


