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oracles of truth; Jesus came and ad-
ministered to them after his resurrec-
tion, and they received and delighted
in the Gospel until the fourth genera-
tion, when they turned away and be-
came so wicked that God cursed them
with this dark and benighted and loath-
some condition; and they want to sit on
the ground in the dirt, and to live by
hunting, and they cannot be civilized.
And right upon this, I will say to our
government if they could hear me, "You
need never fight the Indians, but if you
want to get rid of them try to civilize
them." How many were here when we
came? At the Warm Springs, at this lit-
tle grove where they would pitch their
tents, we found perhaps three hundred
Indians; but I do not suppose that there
are three of that band left alive now.
There was another band a little south,
another north, another further east; but
I do not suppose there is one in ten, per-
haps not one in a hundred, now alive of
those who were here when we came. Did
we kill them? No, we fed them. They
would say, "We want just as fine flour as
you have." To Walker, the chief, whom
all California and New Mexico dreaded,
I said, "It will just as sure kill as the
world, if you live as we live." Said he,
"I want as good as Brigham, I want to
eat as he does." Said I, "Eat then, but
it will kill you." I told the same to Ara-
peen, Walker's brother; but they must
eat and drink as the whites did, and I
do not suppose that one in a hundred of
those bands are alive. We brought their
children into our families, and nursed
and did everything for them it was pos-
sible to do for human beings, but die
they would. Do not fight them, but treat
them kindly. There will then be no stain
on the Government, and it will get rid
of them much quicker than by fighting
them. They have got to be civilized, and

there will be a remnant of them saved. I
have said enough on this subject.

I want to say a little now with regard
to tithing. Some of this people think they
pay their tithing. I expect they do; but I
can make the same comparison that Je-
sus did when in Jerusalem. Here came
the Scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, &c.,
and put their substance in the Lord's
storehouse; and there came along a poor
widow with nothing, to all appearance.
She had not clothing to make her com-
fortable, but she had two mites, which
she had saved probably by her labor, and
she placed them in the storehouse of the
Lord. Jesus lifted himself up, and, seeing
what they were doing, said, "Of a truth I
say unto you, that this poor widow hath
cast in more than they all: For all these
have of their abundance cast in unto the
offerings of God: but she of her penury
hath cast in all her living that she had."
Now, there are a few of just this same
kind of characters here who do pay their
tithing. But do we rich men pay ours?
Not by considerable. I can inform the
Elders of Israel and everybody else that
since we have been raising grain in these
valleys the deposits paid in on tithing
have not amounted to one-hundredth
part of all that has been raised, whereas
one-tenth was due the storehouse of the
Lord. You may say, "Brother Brigham,
have you paid in yours?" No, I have
not. There is a number of the brethren
who have paid in considerable, but I ex-
pect I have paid more tithing than any
other man in this Church. I expect I
have done more for the poor than any
other man in the Church; yet I have
hardly commenced to pay my tithing.
How is it with you? I know how it
is. There are a few poor who pay
their tithing, and who are pretty strict;


