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that being the next principle they had
to obey—"Repent, and be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission
of your sins, and ye shall receive the
Holy Ghost." He did not say unto them,
"Here is an 'anxious bench,'" or, "Come
and throw yourselves at the foot of the
cross, and seek with prayer before the
Lord until he remits your sins." He did
not tell them to do any such thing, but he
told them to repent of their sins, that is,
to forsake them, and to be baptized for
the remission of them, promising them
that they should receive the Holy Ghost,
"For," said he, "the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that are
afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God shall call."

How many did the Lord call? Why he
has called all. He commanded the Apos-
tles to go and preach the Gospel to ev-
ery creature, therefore every human be-
ing on the face of the earth was called
by the Lord; and the promise was unto
the multitude there assembled and to all
afar off; hence, it is quite clear that all
the inhabitants of the earth had a claim
on this promise on complying with the
conditions prescribed—namely, faith in
Jesus Christ, repentance of their sins,
being baptized for their remission, and
having hands laid upon them for the re-
ception of the Holy Ghost.

This was the Gospel which Peter
preached unto the people on the Day
of Pentecost, and several thousands of
them went forth and were baptized on
that occasion. We find, by examining
the "Acts of the Apostles," that this was
the nature of their teaching on every
occasion when preaching to the people,
and we also find that when the people
did comply with these requirements the
Holy Ghost did rest upon them.

A great many have had the idea

that the Holy Ghost was only bestowed
upon those who were called to act as of-
ficers in the churches; but an investi-
gation of the labors of the Apostles will
prove that this was not the case, and
will establish the fact that every individ-
ual, whether male or female, who was
baptized by the servants of God for the
remission of sins, received the laying
on of hands, and also the Holy Ghost.
You recollect, doubtless, the record con-
tained in the 8th chapter of Acts, which
contains an account of Philip preach-
ing the Gospel in Samaria and baptiz-
ing some believers. Philip, it seems, had
only the authority that John the Bap-
tist had, holding the same Priesthood as
he did. It is written of John that he
said, "I indeed baptize you with water
unto repentance: but he that cometh af-
ter me is mightier than I, whose shoes I
am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire."
John never presumed to lay on hands
for the reception of the Holy Ghost:
he had not the authority. He was a
priest after the order of Aaron; he held
the Aaronic Priesthood, to which Priest-
hood belongs not the authority to lay
on hands for the reception of the Holy
Ghost. To do this it requires a priest af-
ter the Order of Melchizedek, which Je-
sus and his Apostles held. Philip, af-
ter leaving Samaria, baptized the Eu-
nuch, but we do not read that he laid
his hands upon him, evidently prov-
ing that he held only the Priesthood of
Aaron. When the Apostles which were
at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had re-
ceived the word of God, through Philip,
they sent unto them Peter and John, two
of the Apostles, who, when they came
unto them, prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Ghost, and they
laid their hands upon them, and they
received the Holy Ghost. It did not


