
28 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

concerned, we are a very insignificant
people. But I will tell you a remark,
which I believe is credited alike to
the late Mr. Stephen Girard and to
Commodore Vanderbilt, both great fi-
nanciers, that the hardest money they
ever earned was the first five hundred
dollars they saved. Now the hardest
thing in building up a people is to gain
a foothold. We have gained this; we
have gained and organized the first hun-
dred thousand people. We have achieved
a position that will render our future
progress more rapid than in years past
and gone. I fully expect to see the
progress of this work in the future much
more rapid than it has been in the past.
I see the providence of God laboring to
bring this about. Not to build up a peo-
ple distinct from all the rest of the earth;
not to build up some little, narrow sect or
denomination; but this work and Gospel
is to embrace within its fold all Earth's
children, every son and daughter of God
on the earth. That is its mission, and
it will accomplish it. But it will spread
with increased rapidity from this time
forth. The foundation and cornerstones
have been laid in tears, blood, and in
much sorrow, but they are laid firmly,
cemented by the sufferings, toils, faith
and endurance of this people for the past
forty years; and I trust that they are laid
so deep that they will never be torn up,
shaken or disturbed; and that upon them
will a superstructure be reared of such
strength, beauty and symmetry that it
will be the joy and pride of the whole
earth.

The labors of the Elders of this
Church have not been confined to
this land, but they have extended to
England, Scandinavia, some little in
France, a very little in Prussia, some
in Switzerland; but vast fields yet lie
before us that we have not touched,

and to which this message must go. The
throes of revolution which Europe is now
undergoing I look upon as the premoni-
tory signs of that freedom that shall soon
dawn on that continent. Then the Elders
of this Church will go through Germany,
France, Italy and Spain, and through ev-
ery land in Europe; for the "sick man"
will yet open his doors to hear the El-
ders of Israel, and Russia will unfold
her gates and give them free entrance,
and they will go forth declaring the glad
tidings which God has given unto us to
the oppressed of all nations, proclaim-
ing unto them that God has established
a government which will be the means
of restoring to the earth the blessings for
which mankind have sighed, panted and
labored for ages in vain.

When the mind, inspired by the
Spirit of God, contemplates the fu-
ture, and sees the immense field which
is widening before the Elders of this
Church, I, for one, feel that it ought to
stir up every one of us to the most en-
ergetic and resolute preparation for the
great labor that is fast devolving upon
us, and that we live to discharge. Our
own land will yet be convulsed with rev-
olution, for it contains within itself the
seeds of dire misfortunes, which will yet
come upon the unhappy Republic. We
may deplore, mourn over and regret that
such things do exist; but they do never-
theless, and we should be blind indeed
did we shut our eyes to the fact, and
fail to prepare ourselves for their accom-
plishment. There is before this people,
connected with our own country, a des-
tiny that is so glorious when we contem-
plate it in the future, that it is enough to
dazzle and oppress the mind of man at
the immensity of the labor that lies be-
fore us.

It may be said that this is all very
foolish to think of or to talk about;


