
18 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

of this world are destitute of the love of
the Gospel of the Son of God. This is
my Scripture: They who long and lust
after the fashions of the world are des-
titute of the Spirit of God. Every per-
son of experience will testify that this
is the truth. Now, my sisters, let me
urge you to make your own headdresses.
You have the material here, and if you
wish to make your hat with a brim six,
twelve, twenty, or three inches wide, we
will not quarrel with you; but make your
own headdresses, and do not hunt after
the fashions of the wicked world. If you
wish to make a cottage, or a corn-fan
bonnet, or a hat, make it to suit your-
selves, but do not run after the fashions
of the world. I expect, by and by, if this
taste for fashion be not checked, to see
this house alive, more or less, with what
are termed "shoo fly" hats, bonnets and
headdresses, and what else you'll get I do
not know. But no matter what the name
nor what the fashion if we do not lust af-
ter the wicked world. And when you buy
yourselves dresses do not purchase one
for six or eight dollars, and then want
about twenty more for trimmings. What
is the use of it? I asked some of my wives
the other evening, "What is the use of
all this velvet ribbon—perhaps ten, fif-
teen, twenty, or thirty yards, on a lin-
sey dress?" Said I, "What is the use of
it? Does it do any good?" I was asked,
very spiritedly and promptly, in return,
"What good do those buttons do on the
back of your coat?" Said I, "How many
have I got?" and turning round I showed
that there were none there.

This reform in fashion and extrav-
agance in dress is needed. God has
a purpose in it, and so have his ser-
vants. What is it? If the Lord
has given me means and I spend it
needlessly, in rings for my fingers,

and jewelry for adornment, I deprive the
Priesthood of that which they ought to
have to gather the poor, to preach the
Gospel, to build temples and to feed the
hungry in our midst. I deprive a people,
who will by and by inherit the earth, of
so many blessings. Every yard of ribbon
that I buy that is needless, every flounce,
and every gewgaw that is purchased for
my family needlessly, robs the Church of
God of just so much. But it seems as
though the people do not think of these
things; they do not lay them to heart.
Our wives and daughters seem to forget
that they have responsibilities resting
upon them in these respects. The con-
duct of a great many of them indicates
a care for nothing but, "How much can I
get? Can I get everything I want? I wish
I could see something new, I want to pat-
tern after it!" This manifests the spirit
of the world, and a foolish, vain dispo-
sition. Not but that I am guilty myself,
perhaps, of using means for my individ-
ual person that is not necessary; but if I
do, will some of you kindly tell me? I rec-
ollect once, when preaching in England,
that I passed through Smithfield Mar-
ket, in Manchester, and I saw some very
fine grapes just arrived from France. I
spent a penny for some of them, but I
had not taken half a dozen steps from
the stand where I purchased them, be-
fore I saw an old lady passing along who,
I could tell by her appearance, was starv-
ing to death. Said I, "I have done wrong
in spending that penny, I should have
given it to that old lady." I made it a
practice, before leaving my office, of go-
ing to a drawer, taking out a handful of
pence, in order to give to the numerous
beggars which everywhere meet the eye
in walking the streets in the large towns
in that country, and in this instance I
felt guilty at having spent a penny on


