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not become so full of tradition as at
the present day; yet when we consider
the time that it took Enoch to accom-
plish this work, we have every reason
to rejoice at the progress of Zion at the
present time. Most of the efforts we have
made to advance the cause of Zion we
have been able to carry through success-
fully. For instance, when in the tem-
ple of the Lord at Nauvoo, we entered
into a covenant that we would, to the ex-
tent of our influence and property, do all
in our power to help our poor brethren
and sisters in emancipating themselves
from tyranny and oppression, that they
might come to the mountains, where
they could enjoy religious liberty. Just
as soon as food was raised in this Val-
ley this work continued, and every ef-
fort and energy was used to fulfil this
covenant. It required unity of effort, but
it has been a success. Roads had to be
constructed, bridges built, ways sought
out, mountains, as it were, torn down,
deserts turned into fruitful fields, and
savages more wild than the mountain
gorges they inhabit conciliated and con-
trolled, and all this to effect a purpose.
But it has been done by unity of effort,
and hundreds and thousands of Latter-
day Saints rejoice in the fact.

We extended our work of gathering
the Saints across the mighty deep, and
aided the poor brethren in Europe, con-
tinuing our donations in money, and, in
addition to this, we went with our hun-
dred, two hundred, three hundred or five
hundred teams annually across the great
desert plains, to bring home to Zion those
who desired to be gathered. This was
done by cooperation, by unity and a de-
termined purpose.

It appears that we have gath-
ered many to Zion who do not fully
appreciate the great work of these
days—namely, to place the people of

God in a condition that they can sus-
tain themselves, against the time that
Babylon the Great shall fall. Some will
say that it is ridiculous to suppose that
Babylon, the "MOTHER OF HARLOTS,"
is going to fall. Ridiculous as it may
seem, the time will come when no man
will buy her merchandise, and when the
Latter-day Saints will be under the ne-
cessity of providing for themselves, or go-
ing without. "This may be a wild idea,"
but it is no more wild or wonderful than
what has already transpired, and that
before our eyes. When we are counseled
to "provide for your wants within your-
selves," we are only told to prepare for
that day. When we are told, "Unite your
interests and establish every variety of
business that may be necessary to sup-
ply your wants," we are only told to lay a
plan to enjoy liberty, peace and plenty.

Many years ago efforts were made on
the part of the Presidency to extend the
settlements into the warm valleys south
of the rim of the Basin. The country
was very forbidding and sterile. Many
were invited and called upon to go and
settle there. Numbers went, but many
of them returned disheartened; but the
mass of those who went, confident that
the blessings of God would be upon their
labors, pushed forth their exertions and
built up towns, cities and villages; they
established cotton fields and erected fac-
tories, and supplied many wants which
could not be supplied within the rim of
the Basin.

It has been my lot to visit these
regions recently, and I have felt to
rejoice to see the kind spirit, ge-
nial dispositions and warm hearts that
were manifested in all those settle-
ments, where men and women had
taken hold with all their hearts to
obey the commandments of God, and
to lay a foundation for Zion to become
self-sustaining. I feel that those who


