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said, "I bestow this blessing upon the
head of him that was separated from his
brethren." Of course such a land must be
large to contain a multitude of nations.
It was to be adapted to the fruits, vegeta-
bles and grains of all climates; the pre-
cious things of the earth and the fullness
thereof. We may learn then, from these
facts, that the land was at a great dis-
tance from the land of Palestine. Where
can we find a people who fulfil the terms
of this prophecy as well as the Ameri-
can Indians? Here are a great number
of nations. Go into the arctic regions
and you find nations; in British Amer-
ica you find them scattered over a vast
area of country; in the United States
there is a multitude of nations, being
driven west by the white men. Go far-
ther south into the provinces of Mexico;
go through the isthmus into South Amer-
ica and you will find still numerous na-
tions of Indians. They have different lan-
guages, but the roots of each language
indicate that they have all sprung from
the same origin. How do you know that
they have sprung from one race of peo-
ple, or are of the same origin? Because
learned men have studied into the an-
tiquities of our country. Societies have
been formed, among which is the An-
tiquarian Society, afterwards called the
Etymological Society, which discovered
that the roots of all the different lan-
guages have a very close resemblance to
the Hebrew. But there is another thing
that will prove still further their ori-
gin. When our fathers first settled the
New England States and penetrated into
the country they discovered that the In-
dians had certain rites and ceremonies
which they observed, such as the new
moon sacrifices, &c. From these proofs
we conclude that they must have been
descendants of the Israelitish nation.

Lord Kingsbury, a man who was once
very wealthy, expended about 80,000
pounds sterling in getting up nine large
volumes giving accounts of these antiq-
uities. He had agents searching in all
the large libraries of Europe. Imagine
the immense amount of manuscript writ-
ing, so voluminous as to fill nine large
volumes! In these volumes he brought
forth all the testimony in his power to
prove that the American Indians were
Israelites. But there was one thing that
he could not understand; he found that
the ancient Indians understood some-
thing about the Lord Jesus Christ. If he
had consulted the Book of Mormon, he
would have known why they knew about
Jesus.

Let me here observe that the Book
of Mormon, which has been published
for forty-one years, gives an account
of the first settlement of this country
by these inhabitants, showing that they
are not the ten tribes, but they are
the descendants of one tribe, and they
came to this country about six hundred
years before Christ. The people when
they first landed consisted of only two
or three families; and instead of land-
ing on the northwest coast of North
America, they landed on the southwest
coast of South America. A history of
the escape of these few families from
Jerusalem is contained in the Book of
Mormon. How they traveled on the east-
ern borders of the Red Sea, and how they
built a vessel or ship to cross the In-
dian and Pacific oceans; they were in-
structed how to build this vessel, and
when they had embarked on it, they
were brought by the special direction
of the Lord to this land. He guided
their vessel, or instructed them how to
guide it, until they landed on the west
coast of South America. One portion
had become wicked and had apostatized
from the religion of their fathers and


