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I wish you all a happy new year,
and I hope that we may live to see a
good many, and that we may keep the
commandments of God, obey his laws,
and have his approbation and blessing
upon us as a people. We have assem-
bled here on this, the first day of the
week, and the first day of the year 1871,
and this leads my mind to reflect upon
the age and generation in which we
live, and the great events of the lat-
ter days—events which involve the in-
terests and destiny of all the inhabi-
tants of the earth—both Zion and Baby-
lon, Jew and Gentile, Jerusalem, Amer-
ica, and the whole world. All nations
are interested in the events which are
approaching us, and which await this
generation; for, whether the world be-
lieve it or not, they are of vast interest
to them all. There have been certain
times looked forward to in the world's
history, in which it was believed that
something remarkable would occur, and
there have been several of these peri-
ods during the last fifty years. I do not

know that anything was predicted at an
early day with regard to 1830; but I rec-
ollect, when a boy at school, of reading a
certain verse about a great eclipse of the
sun—

In eighteen hundred and thirty-one
Will be a great eclipse upon the sun.
I heard about this fifteen years before
it took place, it having been foretold by
the astronomers, by the principles and
laws of the science of astronomy. On
that day I was passing through a for-
est of pinewood, at Farmington, Con-
necticut, going to see my father, whom
I had not seen for some time. It was
nearly as dark as night, and when I
got through, into the open fields, there
was what is termed a poor house, the
only house erected within several miles
in that region of country. A poor man
had died there and they were drawing
his body on an ox sled and were go-
ing to bury him. I noticed this as I
passed along, and thought of what I had
read; but nothing of any particular inter-
est occurred that year except the eclipse



