THE LATTER-DAY WORK, ETC.

that they really were sincere in their
religion? No. There was no possi-
ble way for these Latter-day Saints to
show their love to God, only by obey-
ing His command that was given and
written for their instruction on that oc-
casion. If there were any who refused
to do that, I will venture to say that
they are not members of the Church to-
day. If there were any who had so much
means or property that they did not feel
disposed to leave their pleasant homes
and make a sacrifice of their wealth, in
some measure, in order to fulfil the com-
mandment of Jehovah, I will venture to
say that they are not in the Church to-
day. Why? Because God would with-
draw His Holy Spirit from them. They
might make great profession, and say
how much they loved the Lord and His
ways; how much they loved Jesus, who
was crucified for the sins of the world,
yet all this would be foolish and vain if
they refused to keep his commandments,
for, "If ye love me, keep my command-
ments," saith the Savior. Again, it is
written, "This is the love of God, that
ye do keep his commandments: and his
commandments are not grievous." His
commandments to most of the people of
the Latter-day Saints were not grievous
in the winter and spring of 1831. They
rejoiced in having the privilege of obey-
ing the Lord's commandments, through
His servant, the Prophet. Hence they
gathered up all the various Branches of
the Church, with some few exceptions, to
Kirtland, in the State of Ohio.

This is the right way to keep the
Lord's commandments; but it is, in
the first place, necessary to find what
His commandments are. You might
have taken this big book, the Jewish
record, or Bible, and searched it from
the beginning of Genesis to the end
of Revelation to find out your duties
as Saints, and you never could have
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found within it what the Lord required
of His Saints at that time—namely, to re-
move from the State of New York to the
State of Ohio. No such Scripture as that
was given. That was the duty required
of individuals in the nineteenth century.
No other people were ever required to do
that; it cannot be found within the lids
of the Bible. That commandment was
specially adapted to the circumstances of
the few Latter-day Saints then existing,
and they were the ones required to keep
it. The ancients were not required to do
that, neither are we; it was a command-
ment having relation to the time then be-
ing, and it was fulfilled. With that com-
mandment we have nothing further to
do, provided that we, or as many of us
as were included among those to whom
it was given, kept it. If we have not kept
it we have something further to do with
it—we shall have to meet it in the great
judgment day.

When we came to Kirtland the Lord
gave us further commandments, and He
revealed a great many things through
His servant Joseph. Among others, He
gave one that the Latter-day Saints in
Kirtland, Ohio, should go to with their
might and build a house to His name,
wherein He promised to bestow great
and choice blessings upon His people.
He revealed the pattern according to
which that house should be built, point-
ing out the various courts and apart-
ments, telling the size of the house, the
order of the pulpits, and in fact every-
thing pertaining to it was clearly pointed
out by revelation. God gave a vision
of these things, not only to Joseph, but
to several others, and they were strictly
commanded to build according to the
pattern revealed from the heavens.

Now, then, no other people was ever
commanded to do that work in Kirt-



