THE GOSPEL—BUILDING UP THE KINGDOM.

his calling, and very soon the counsel of
his mind becomes darkened, and soon he
is on the highway to apostasy, and, in
fact, he has been there from the begin-
ning, if he had only known it; and if no
good friend should tell him his error, in a
short time such a man goes over the dam
and makes shipwreck of his faith, and
that is the greatest calamity that can be-
fall any person.

What matters it to the Saints what
path they are led into if the Lord leads?
If they are submissive and yield to His
dictation, no matter whether it brings
weal or woe, it will work out good; it
may bring poverty, so far as the things of
the world are concerned, but it will never
bring poverty to the soul. And it will be
a happy reflection when we have passed
through this mortal existence, that we
were able to stand the test, enduring
the ordeals and remaining steadfast and
faithful to the end.

I do not know that we are promised
anything here but the hatred and per-
secution of the world; and this has
been the portion of the Saints of God
in every age of the world. I do be-
lieve, however, that the table is going
to change; I believe that when the peo-
ple are sufficiently pure and worthy, and
capable of wisely using the blessings of
which I have spoken, the blessings of
earth and heaven will be poured upon
them in rich abundance. We have a
little foretaste of this in the blessings
that we have received and enjoy today.
Although the power of the Adversary
is very great, and he still seeks the
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overthrow and destruction of the cause
and kingdom of God on the earth; yet it is
a different age of the world, it is a differ-
ent dispensation; it is the dispensation
of the fulness of times, in which, no mat-
ter how much we may be overturned, no
matter how much individuals may suffer,
or how much they may be called to en-
dure, the final result will be triumph to
the kingdom, and it will not be given to
another people; but we shall have power
to redeem Zion and to build that great
and glorious temple in which the Saints
will receive the blessings of eternity, and
on which the glory of God will rest as
a cloud by day and as a pillar of fire by
night. This people are that people; these
Saints are the Saints of the Most High,
to whom the kingdom and the greatness
thereof will be given, and another people
shall never possess it.

This should be a great satisfaction
to us, and should encourage us in our
pathway through all the difficulties we
may have to encounter. We would not be
worth much if we could not pass through
ordeals. The Savior of the world had to
pass through them, and we should not
complain if we have to tread in his foot-
steps in order to obtain great blessings
at the end of the race. Let us reflect on
these things and go on our way rejoic-
ing, filling the full measure of our cre-
ation with credit to ourselves, and with
honor to God, our Father, who brought
us to this state of existence, which is my
prayer for Jesus' sake. Amen.



