THE GOSPEL—BUILDING UP THE KINGDOM.

Gospel that I received is as sweet to
me today as it ever was during my ex-
istence on the earth, yea, more so, for
as I advance, greater and more glori-
ous truths and beauties develop them-
selves and come home to my understand-
ing. If the first principles of the Gospel
were true in the days of Joseph, they
are true today. If the principles that
have been developed as we have passed
along were true when they first struck
our minds with their convincing proofs,
they are also true today. If what we be-
lieved were the whisperings of the Spirit
of God confirming these truths on our
minds, were really so, and we received
them from Heaven, we should live faith-
ful to what we have received, that we
may progress and improve as we pass
along. We have received an item of truth
here and another there, as we could re-
ceive and maintain it; but the revela-
tions declare that there are things yet
to be revealed which have been kept hid
from the foundations of the world. I, for
one, expect that the volume of revelation
will remain open, and that the servants
of God will, in the future as they have
in the past, read to us from the Book of
Life. The reflection that we shall not be
confined to what has already been given,
but that we shall continue to grow and
increase in the knowledge of God, and
in every good, is one of the most highly-
prized principles of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

How true it is that, when any
new principle, or any new idea con-
cerning an old principle is promul-
gated, the human heart seems to rise
up in rebellion against it, and the
Saints are no exception in this respect,
for when the Lord condescends to re-
veal any new principle pertaining to
their welfare and the building up of
His kingdom on the earth, many are
ready, both in feelings and practices,
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to rise up and rebel against it. What is
the matter? Are we pent up in a nutshell
and confined in our feelings to such an
extent that we cannot receive new rev-
elations and instructions from time to
time when they come from the proper
source? No. I think that, for the great
majority of the Latter-day Saints, I can
answer it is not so. It may be so with
individuals; but as a general thing the
Saints are glad to receive instruction,
line upon line, precept upon precept,
here a little and there a little, as they
can receive and endure it. I heard Presi-
dent Young say that he told the Prophet
Joseph never to reveal a new principle
to him if he thought that he could not
receive it, that it would be detrimental
to his faith or cause him to turn from
that which he had received. He said he
would rather remain in ignorance than
to have it prove a stumblingblock to him.
I have seen a great many people anx-
ious for revelation, and for the develop-
ment of some great mystery concerning
the kingdom of God. I have never felt so;
I have been satisfied with what the Lord
should condescend to reveal, and more
than glad if, when it did come, I was able
to receive and practice it.

How many are there within the hear-
ing of my voice who have felt infringed
upon in their feelings when they were
told to sustain Zion and not to trade
with their enemies. This was a new
feature, but it touched things of a tem-
poral nature. Why a great many felt
as though they could not submit to be
dictated to, though it was by the ser-
vant of God, in regard to temporal af-
fairs. Is not this true, and we, too,
right in the midst of Israel? O, yes,
we can't deny it, there has been con-
siderable howling made concerning this
item. But yet this is the kingdom of God,



