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ciples of life and salvation proclaimed
will have the privilege of doing so; if not
here, then in some other sphere or state
of existence. The plan of salvation is am-
ple, full and complete, and will save all
the children of men who let it, and the
Lord will be left without excuse in the fi-
nal winding up, so far as the probation of
man on the earth is concerned.

We read in the Scriptures that to
know the only true God and dJesus
Christ, whom He has sent, is life eternal.
To enable His creatures to obtain this
knowledge the Lord has kindly sent forth
His revelations from time to time; but we
do honestly believe that the Latter-day
Saints are the only people on the face of
the earth at the present time that have
any true knowledge of God, of the re-
lationship that does exist between Him
and the inhabitants of the earth, and of
the design and object of the Almighty
in bringing them into existence, and the
purpose to be accomplished thereby in
their future state. I say we believe that
the Latter-day Saints are the only peo-
ple who possess this knowledge. The
world have no just conceptions of the De-
ity; even the Christian world are with-
out the knowledge of God as much as the
heathen nations. This may be deemed
a sweeping declaration, but it is suscep-
tible of proof, if we take the Scriptures
for our guide and as the foundation of
our argument; that is, if the Christian
world believe as they profess to do. 1
do not care to illustrate at this present
time, or to bring evidence to bear to sus-
tain my position, to a people who under-
stand these arguments and principles,
and who have learned better things, as
is the case with this congregation. We
know in whom we have trusted; we know
who has led us forth to the valleys of the
mountains; who has blessed the land and
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caused it to bring forth its strength
for our sustenance; who has shielded
and protected us from the power of the
adversary—those who have sought our
overthrow and destruction. We have
learned to know Him as our Father, the
Father of our spirits, and the God and
Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. He has exercised a parental
care over us, and has delivered us at
all times from the power of our enemies,
brought us an inheritance in a goodly
land, blessed the land and caused it to
bring forth in its strength for our sus-
tenance. We know that we are depen-
dent upon Him for our very existence,
and that by Him only are we preserved,
just as well as we know that the children
of men, impelled by the great adversary,
Satan, are seeking to overthrow us, to
break in pieces the kingdom of God, and
to destroy from the face of the earth the
rule and authority of the Priesthood of
God.

Are we prepared to take upon our-
selves the labor, the self-denial, the self-
abnegation, I might say the persecution,
if it should be permitted to come upon
us, that continually besets the pathway
of the Saint of God? If we are, we are all
right; if we are not, we had better repent
and seek unto the Lord for strength, re-
trace our steps, and get the Spirit of God
in our hearts that we may become more
confirmed in our most holy faith. When
we received the Gospel we felt as though
it would be a great privilege to devote our
whole lives and all our interests in this
existence to the extension of this great
and glorious cause. Have we grown luke-
warm in our feelings and love? If so it is
time to retrace our steps, lest we become
darkened in the counsel of our minds and
turn away to the beggarly elements of
the world.

I will say, this morning, that the



