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Fayette, Seneca County, New York, with
six members. The history of that forty
years would require volumes to record.
The institution, as it then commenced,
was in its infancy; yet the Lord revealed
to His servant, that He had laid the
foundation of a great work; the truth
of that saying has been realized by the
progress of events. The changes that
have transpired in connection with this
people have been very remarkable. The
work commenced by preaching faith in
the Lord Jesus, repentance and the or-
dinance of baptism for the remission of
sins, and the laying on of hands for the
gift of the Holy Ghost, which was an in-
novation upon the creeds and practices
of every other religious sect; I am not
aware that any one denomination be-
lieved in and practiced all the principles
that were introduced at the organization
of this Church. The first three of these
principles were faith in the Lord Jesus,
repentance, and baptism by immersion
for the remission of sins. The next princi-
ple was the laying on of hands for the re-
ception of the Holy Ghost, precisely as it
was pointed out by the Savior and prac-
ticed by his disciples in Judea.

There were denominations who be-
lieved in baptism by immersion, but not
for the remission of sins, they believed
that remission of sins was necessary pre-
vious to baptism; but they were igno-
rant of the possibility of the reception
of the Holy Ghost, and, consequently, of
the doctrine of the laying on of hands.
The Church of England, it is true, would
confirm by the laying on of the hand
of the bishops, but not for confirming
the gift of the Holy Ghost on the heads
of the believers; and while all the pro-
fessed believers in the doctrine of Christ
had some portions or fragments of his
Gospel as revealed and established by
him and his Apostles, it was the Church

of Latter-day Saints which introduced
and established, complete, the principles
of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, re-
pentance towards God, baptism for the
remission of sins, and the laying on of
hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.
These principles were all important, and
the moment the Bible was brought forth
everybody could find that they coincided
exactly with the principles set forth by
the Savior, and it required to be spir-
itualized and changed to make it ap-
pear otherwise. But the Christian world
had gone astray from these things, and
when they were restored they rejected
them. There were, however, honest per-
sons in all of the denominations, and God
has respect to every man who is hon-
est of heart and purpose, though he may
be deceived, and in error as to princi-
ple and doctrine; yet so far as that er-
ror is the result of their being deceived
by the cunning craftiness of men, or of
circumstances over which such have no
control, the Lord in His abundant mercy
looks with allowance thereon, and in His
great economy He has provided differ-
ent glories and ordained that all persons
shall be judged according to the knowl-
edge they possess and the use they make
of that knowledge, and according to the
deeds done in the body, whether good or
evil.

"And again, we saw the terrestrial
world, and behold and lo, these are they
who are of the terrestrial, whose glory
differs from that of the church of the
Firstborn who have received the fulness
of the Father, even as that of the moon
differs from that of the sun in the fir-
mament. Behold, these are they who
died without law; And also they who are
the spirits of men kept in prison, whom
the Son visited, and preached the gospel
unto them, that they might be judged
according to men in the flesh; Who


