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have had a good and profitable time to-
day, if we can but treasure up the in-
structions which have been given. But
the great difficulty is—we are too care-
less, listless and unconcerned in relation
to what is taught us from time to time;
we do not weigh, with that thought and
care that we should do, the instructions
and counsels which we receive. We al-
low other things to occupy our minds; the
cares of the world, the desire for gain,
the anxiety to promote our own interests
and to provide for the necessities of life
choke out the word of God to some ex-
tent. This is too much so with the Latter-
day Saints, and it is pre-eminently so
with the world at large. They do not be-
lieve the Gospel when they are taught it,
which is the reason that our Elders meet
with so little success abroad. The world
has grown so indifferent to the Gospel,
that it is almost impossible to excite in-
quiry regarding it. Perhaps one cause
of this is that there has been too much
teaching and too many varieties of it,
and the minds of the people are unset-
tled and filled with speculation regard-
ing the principles of salvation. They see
men preaching various doctrines, hence
they conclude that they who claim to be
ministers and presume to preach have
neither the authority to do so, nor the
spirit of the Gospel, the knowledge of
the truth or the testimony of Jesus, and
they are losing confidence in them. Peo-
ple who reflect cannot do otherwise, for,
however much the various gospels are
taught to the people, nothing but dis-
satisfaction, doubt, and disappointment
result therefrom. There is no prospect,
to all earthly appearance, of their ever
arriving at a knowledge of the truth;
in fact, the Christian world today are
in exactly the position described by the
ancient Apostle—they have a "form of
godliness; but deny the power thereof;"

and "they are ever learning, but never
come to the knowledge of the truth."

But while this is the condition of the
world, why should we, who have re-
ceived the Gospel, as revealed in our day
through Joseph Smith, sink to a level
with them in our faith and actions? Hav-
ing received the Gospel, it is our privi-
lege to receive the testimony of the same;
and if we have not, it is our own fault,
for it is promised freely to every man
and woman who will obey it; and there
is not a son or daughter of Adam with
common reason, but he or she is enti-
tled to a perfect knowledge of the Gospel
of salvation upon rendering obedience to
its requirements; and if all who do so
do not receive the promised blessings, it
is their own fault, and not the fault of
the Gospel or its Originator. The Gospel
plan is broad and ample, and its Au-
thor has promised that they who seek
shall find, and to them that knock the
door shall be opened. James, the Apos-
tle, says, "If any lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, who giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him." This is well known in the world,
for the Scriptures are read there, and
they are aware of the existence of these
promises; and I presume that many of
them endeavor to ask for what they
need in conformity with the teachings
of the Scriptures; for they do certainly
realize, to some extent, that they need
wisdom and understanding which they
have not, and which seems out of their
power to obtain. But why do they not
get what they ask for? The promise is
very pointed, and is given in language
that cannot be mistaken. James ex-
plains this. Says he, "But let him ask
in faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed." "For let not


