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and Methodists in England and in the
United States. It is true that we continue
our discourses longer than they usually
do, and sometimes two or three speak;
but such a meeting as this is today is a
novel thing to me. I might almost say it
is equal to a theater; but there is good
here, and I would not permit evil in my
theater. If I were to learn of any unbe-
coming conduct there, in looks, words, or
actions, those guilty of it would have to
leave that stage. I would not allow them
to remain there.

I want to say to my friends that we
believe in all good. If you can find a truth
in heaven, earth, or hell, it belongs to
our doctrine. We believe it; it is ours; we
claim it. Is that right? If you find an
error here, I ask you to leave it, pass it
by, let it alone; do not embrace it in your
faith, do not practice it in your lives. I
say to all, to my brethren and sisters and
to strangers, if we teach anything that
is good, receive it, I beseech you. If we
have any good in our doctrine, believe it
and embrace it, it will do you good. If we
have errors, do not embrace them. I have
been trying, for almost forty years, to tell
the people how to be saved. I have al-
ways made this proposition to every man
I have conversed with on the subject of
truth and error, "If I have errors, I will
give ten errors for a truth. Do you want
to trade?"

Do not embrace error! Christians,
search the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testament, for in them you think you
have eternal life, and they are they that
testify of the doctrine that we preach;
and if we can get you to believe what
is written there concerning God the Fa-
ther and Jesus the Mediator, and to ren-
der obedience to what is required there
of the children of men, we ask no more.

Here is the Book of Mormon. We

believe it contains the history of the Abo-
rigines of our continent, just as the Old
Testament contains the history of the
Jewish nation. In that book we learn
that Jesus visited this continent, deliv-
ered his Gospel and ordained Twelve
Apostles. We believe all this, but we do
not ask you to believe it. What we do ask
is that you will believe what is recorded
in the Holy Bible concerning God and
His revelations to the children of men.
Do this in all honesty and sincerity, then
you will know that the Book of Mormon
is true. Your minds will be opened and
you will know by the visions of the Spirit
of God that we teach the truth. For this
we are persecuted; for this we have been
driven; for this we have left our homes
and all many times; for this we came to
these mountains, comparatively naked
and barefoot, and here you can see what
we have done. And now they are seeking
again to break up this people. God will
hold them in derision. (Amen, from the
congregation.)

Now, I say, honestly, if the inhabi-
tants of the earth will read this book
called the Old and New Testament
(though it contains the words of God and
the words of men; the words of Jesus and
the words of the devil), and believe the
truth that is there, just as it is portrayed
and written and given to us without any
new translation, it will be good for them
in time and eternity. The Bible, or part
of it, has been retranslated by Joseph
Smith. Many precious parts were taken
out by men in former days. But believe it
as it is and we are one—if we practice it.
I will put that in. But if we believe the
truth, we will practice it. We may say we
believe it, and practice it not. But this is
no proof to God, angels, or to one another.
"By their fruits ye shall know them," is


