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to bear testimony to the nations of the
earth of the restoration of this Gospel,
and he has traveled many thousand
miles to do so. He has been true and
faithful unto death, and he will receive a
crown of life. He has gone from our midst
to the spirit world to mingle with the
Gods, or at least with his brethren who
have gone before him; whether he will
mingle with the Gods until after the res-
urrection perhaps it is not for me to say.
He has gone home to receive his reward.
What a cloud of reflection it brings to the
mind! It speaks in loud language to ev-
ery Apostle, prophet, Elder and Saint of
God, and to all the inhabitants of the
earth, "Be ye also ready!" That is what
it says to all men. If you have anything
to do, any work to perform that is of con-
sequence to yourself or friends, living or
dead, do it.

Is there any sorrow or mourning in
my heart with regard to the departure
of Brother Benson? I would rather fol-
low a thousand Apostles and prophets to
the grave and see their lifeless remains
deposited in the dark and silent tomb,
than see one man who has tasted the
good word of God and the powers of the
world to come, make shipwreck of his
faith, lose his crown and go to perdition.
I have had more sorrow in seeing men,
with whom I have traveled and preached
the Gospel, turn from the truth, com-
mit wickedness, and lose their standing
in the Church, than over all the faith-
ful Latter-day Saints I have seen laid in
the tomb. When I see a man depart who,
like Brother Benson, has been ever will-
ing to go and come and do the bidding
of those over him, I look forward with
great joy to his reward. He is the first
man in the Quorum of the Twelve, who,
for the last forty years, has had the priv-
ilege of dying a natural death; for most
of the Apostles who ever tabernacled in
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the flesh have died as martyrs. We have
had two in our quorum who have died
thus, besides our Prophet and Patriarch.
True, they will receive a martyr's crown,
so will all men who are true and faith-
ful unto death and lay down their lives
for the work of God and the testimony of
Jesus Christ.

Brother Benson has died among his
friends; he had not been in pain or suf-
fering, or endured a lingering sickness.
Thank God he died in the harness and
has gone home to receive his reward.
During the time he has been a mem-
ber of the Church he has been on many
missions. I will here remark, without
entering into details, that, at the time
the Saints were driven from Illinois to
this land, he was called upon and sent
east, as one of the agents of the Church,
to prove the eastern country—our Pu-
ritan fathers and friends in New Eng-
land, after we had been driven from
our homes, country, and the graves of
parents, wives and children, to see if
they would stretch out their hand to as-
sist us while in the wilderness. He la-
bored faithfully on that mission, visit-
ing Boston and other leading New Eng-
land cities, calling for contributions to
help the poor, the widow and the fa-
therless, who were, in a measure, in a
state of starvation in the wilderness, af-
ter having been driven from their homes
in the midst of an inclement winter. I be-
lieve he got fifty dollars. If he had gone
into Missouri and split rails by the day,
I guess he would have made consider-
able more money in the same time. But
never mind! He was faithful on his mis-
sion, and returned faithful, and contin-
ued so from the commencement of his ca-
reer as a Latter-day Saint until the day
of his death. I rejoice in this, and it is
a consolation to his family and to all Is-
rael to know that he has been true and



