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way for the word of God and the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ. This was the fate
of the first quorum of Apostles we have
any history of.

After the death and resurrection of
the Savior, when he ministered to his
disciples the last time on earth, he in-
formed them that he had other sheep not
of this fold whom he was going to visit
and minister unto. The Book of Mor-
mon is a record of the descendants of
the House of Israel who dwelt on this
continent anciently. It gives us the his-
tory of the Jaredites who came from the
Tower of Babel; of Lehi and his fam-
ily, who came from Jerusalem, and also
of the Lamanites and Nephites, the de-
scendants of Nephi and Lemuel, sons
of Lehi. In that record we find that
Christ, after his death and resurrection,
visited that branch of the house of Is-
rael which dwelt on this continent. On
the occasion of that visit we are in-
formed that Jesus chose Twelve Apos-
tles and gave to them the same power,
keys, gifts and graces that he had given
to his Apostles on the eastern conti-
nent, and they went forth and magni-
fied their callings. All of this quorum
of the Twelve Apostles had the promise
of departing and being with Christ when
they were seventy-two years old, except
three of them. To these three Jesus
gave a promise similar to that which
he gave to John the Revelator—namely,
that they should tarry in the flesh un-
til he came. History informs us that
the wicked tried to kill John in vari-
ous ways, placing him, on one occasion,
in a cauldron of boiling oil, but his life
was preserved; and that finally, in the
reign of Domitian Caesar, he was ban-
ished to the Isle of Patmos to work in
the lead mines. While there he was
blessed with visions, revelations, knowl-
edge, light, and truth, a portion of which
we have recorded in what are called the

Revelation of St. John. In the reign
of Nerva, John was recalled, and after-
wards wrote his epistles. The first quo-
rum of Apostles were all put to death,
except John, and we are informed that
he still remains on the earth, though
his body has doubtless undergone some
change. Three of the Nephites, chosen
here by the Lord Jesus as his Apostles,
had the same promise—that they should
not taste death until Christ came, and
they still remain on the earth in the
flesh.

Thus we have an account in the Bible
and Book of Mormon of but two quorums
of Twelve Apostles being chosen previ-
ous to this dispensation; but in these
last days the Lord called upon Joseph
Smith, gave him power and authority to
organize His Church and kingdom again
upon the earth, and gave him the Holy
Priesthood and the keys of the kingdom
of God. Joseph was ordained to the Apos-
tleship under the hands of men hold-
ing the keys of the kingdom of God in
the days of Jesus—namely, Peter, James,
and John.

I shall not occupy time with enter-
ing into the details of these things. I
have referred to them to show the impor-
tance of the office held by Brother Ben-
son. He was a member of one of the three
quorums of Apostles that have ever been
chosen on the face of the earth since Je-
sus Christ tabernacled in the flesh, that
we have any knowledge of. The first
chosen when Jesus commenced his pub-
lic labors in the flesh; the second af-
ter his resurrection, here on his conti-
nent; and the third, since the revelation
of the Gospel in our own day. Here we
find only thirty-six men, chosen at vari-
ous times and dispensations, in six thou-
sand years, to hold this order of Priest-
hood, unless they were chosen in the
days of Enoch and at times in which the


