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great work of building up the Zion of God
in the last days, he says—

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; that
bringeth good tidings of good, that pub-
lisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion,
Thy God reigneth!"

What position can any man occupy on
the face of the earth, that is more no-
ble, Godlike, high and glorious than to
be a messenger of salvation unto the hu-
man family? What more responsible po-
sition can a man occupy than to be an
Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ? I do
not know of any in this or any other
generation. The thought also arises in
my mind, how many individuals have
ever held this position on the earth? I
find in the history recorded in the Bible,
from the days of Adam down through
the different dispensations and genera-
tions, that prophets have existed on the
earth. Adam, himself, was a prophet and
he ordained his sons to the Melchizedek
Priesthood; the Gospel of Christ was
taught to him after the Fall, and he at-
tended to the ordinances of the house of
God. He was a High Priest, and, as a
High Priest, held the keys of the king-
dom of God. There were many sons who
were High Priests, having been ordained
to this office by their father Adam. Three
years before his death he called together
Seth, Enos, Jared, Cainan, Mahaleel,
Methuselah, and many other of his de-
scendants in the valley of Adam-ondi-
Ahman, and there rose up and blessed
them with his great and last patriarchal
blessing. This has been given to us by
revelation; and these men were prophets
and High Priests.

Tracing down the sacred his-
tory through the different ages and
dispensations, we learn that many
prophets existed among the children
of men. Moses was a lawgiver in

Israel, and held the office of a Prophet,
Seer, and Revelator. When I say that
many prophets have existed, it proba-
bly needs some qualification. The num-
ber of persons thus honored of God has
not been many when compared with the
whole of the people who have lived; but
in every Gospel age and dispensation
God has had His prophets and servants
upon the earth to make known His will
to its inhabitants. In the days of Moses
Elders were chosen as his counselors;
and seventy Elders were ordained to
bear record of the things of God and to
assist Moses in the work to be performed
in his day; but we do not read of Apos-
tles being chosen under Moses's dispen-
sation. Jesus tabernacled in the flesh to
establish the kingdom of his Father upon
the earth, and when he was thirty years
of age he went forth administering in the
ordinances of the house of God, and he
chose twelve Apostles to assist him, and
he gave to them the keys of the king-
dom of God. And the highest office that
any man has ever held on the face of the
earth in this or any other generation is
that of an Apostle.

We read that God set in His Church
first Apostles, then prophets, evange-
lists, pastors, teachers, gifts, graces and
helps; and the office of an Apostle en-
titles him to hold the keys of the king-
dom of God; and what he binds on earth
is bound in heaven, and what he looses
on earth is loosed in heaven. The his-
tory of the Twelve whom Jesus chose
is to be found in the New Testament;
within the lids of that book their trav-
els, the course they pursued and the
doctrines they taught are published to
the world. Nearly the whole of them
sealed their testimony with their blood.
Some were crucified as their master
was; some were beheaded; and all, ex-
cept John, suffered martyrdom in some


