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preach and set you examples, and teach
you how to be Saints in very deed, so
that by and by you may be prepared
to go and build up the Center Stake of
Zion. If I have to go from here, if I
live to do so, I want to go to Jackson
County. May I? (Yes, from the congre-
gation.) That is the place I want to
go to. It is not healthy like this; but
the Lord will make it so, and He will
bless the soil, the water, and the atmo-
sphere, and they will become healthy if
the Saints will live their religion. Let

us do the will of God and there is no fear
from any quarter. I never felt calmer
since I have been in this Church, and I
have been in the wars. I have left my
home five times, and a good handsome
property each time; but I do not feel a bit
like it now, and I cannot get the spirit of
it.

To the Latter-day Saints I say, live
your religion, sanctify the Lord God in
your hearts, live by every word that pro-
ceeds from the mouth of God, and we
shall be prospered.

God bless you. Amen.
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I am called upon this afternoon to
make some remarks upon the life and
death of Brother Ezra Taft Benson, who
has been suddenly taken out of our
midst—from time into eternity.

I have long since considered it unnec-
essary to make any excuses for perform-
ing my duty upon any occasion in pub-
lic; but if there is any position where
a man might have doubts about sat-
isfying his own mind or the minds of
his friends, perhaps it is on an occa-
sion like this. It is well known, at
least to the Latter-day Saints, that the
Elders of Israel rise to speak without
any written sermon or preparation of
any kind. Many of us have been en-
gaged the greater portion of our lives in
preaching the Gospel to the world, and
on every occasion we depend for assist-

ance and preparation upon the Spirit of
God. This is my position this afternoon.
I rise before you with no prepared ser-
mon, and with no particular principles
that I have settled in my mind to ad-
dress you upon; depending, as on all oc-
casions, upon the Spirit of God and the
faith and prayers of my friends. This dis-
pensation of Providence causes me many
reflections; and I presume it is the case
with every Latter-day Saint present. In
the first place I will ask the question,
"What position did Brother Benson oc-
cupy while in the flesh, and how many
have ever held the same position on the
face of the earth? The words contained
in the 7th verse of the 52nd chapter
of the prophecies of Isaiah are brought
to my mind. While contemplating the


