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and of my elder brother. What are you
laboring for? Gold? Just see how some
are running to the gold mines! "Oh," says
one, "there is silver found yonder." Says
another, "There is gold or there is copper
found yonder." See the greediness of the
hearts of the children of men, and that
too right in the midst of this people. We
can praise the people, generally a great
deal; we give them credit for consider-
able good they have done; but we cannot
give our brethren and sisters credit for
any particular good while following the
foolish fashions of the world. The Lord
cannot credit them for running after gold
and silver and the riches of this world. If
they do good, they shall receive credit; if
they give alms to the poor, they shall re-
ceive credit for it. If they are disposed to
do anything for the benefit of the king-
dom of God on the earth, they will be
blessed and credited for it. But when
their hearts are turned from the holy
commandments of the Lord Jesus, and
to seeking after the things of this life,
which perish, they will find that they will
perish as well as the things they are us-
ing. What a pity! How lamentable it is.
Now I ask the Latter-day Saints,
have you anything to fear? Yes, you have.
Have I anything to fear? Yes. What is
it? I fear lest I may slacken in my faith
and obedience in living as the Spirit of
the Lord Almighty has required me to
live, and is urging this people to live,
so that we may be worthy to build up
Zion. Have you or I anything else to
be afraid of? No; not at all. I have no
fear of heavenly beings, for they are my
friends. I want to go to their society and
to be associated with them. I like some
of God's messengers, who travel about,
to visit me. I am fond of their society.
I like the spirits that dwell there. 1
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want to go home; I want to go back again
and live there forever. Why, the thought
that the intelligence that is brought into
existence here, may be annihilated, is
enough to make one shudder! There are
some who go so far in their unbelief that
they deny the resurrection of the body;
and even to say that the soul sleeps eter-
nally. What is the use of your intelli-
gence, what is it good for if this be true?
There is no such thing as destroying el-
ement! There is no such philosophy as
annihilation. If the spirit should return
to native element the element would not
be destroyed; the particles of matter will
remain forever. There are some now get-
ting so lofty in their imaginations, and
so wise and intelligent in their own es-
timation that they pretend to explain all
the mysteries of the past, present and fu-
ture. They are like some called Latter-
day Saints; they can talk very glibly
about the principles of what they term
the Gospel; but the practical workings of
the religion of the Savior they know or
care little about. You come to the Latter-
day Saints, and you may find plenty who
talk their religion a great deal; you may
find a hundred willing even to die for it
to one who is willing to live it. If all were
willing to live it we would risk the dying;
we care nothing about that. We shall all
go sooner or later. We shall not stay in
this world in our present condition for-
ever. Something or other will divide this
intelligence or spirit from the body which
it inhabits; and the tabernacle will go
down to dust. Our spirits will not sleep
an eternal sleep, but our bodies will be
resurrected, and our spirits and our bod-
ies will be reunited; and all who believe
to the contrary are in a state of darkness,
wretchedness, and unbelief.

Brethren and sisters, be faithful to



