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been called Saints, and yet we say that
the Latter-day Saints, as a body, are the
best people that can be found. Who
would have done as they have? Who,
in the world, are willing to manifest
that they are believers in the Lord Je-
sus Christ, in the prophets and Apos-
tles, and in Joseph Smith? One of the
Apostles, writing of confessing the Sav-
ior, says, "Every spirit that confesseth
that Jesus is the Christ is of God: And
every spirit that confesseth not that Je-
sus is the Christ is not of God." I say that
every spirit that confesseth Jesus to be
the Savior of the world, the Old and New
Testament and the Book of Mormon to be
true, and Joseph Smith to be a prophet,
is of God; but every spirit that does not
confess these things is not of God.

I can say to my brethren and sisters
who profess to believe in the Gospel of
the Son of God, as it has been revealed
to us in these latter days, that we need
to pay attention to our faith, and to ob-
serve the principles of our religion invio-
late, and to live by every word that pro-
ceeds out of the mouth of God, or we shall
not be prepared to inherit that glory that
we anticipate. Is this so? It is, most
assuredly. I know that many Latter-
day Saints think when they have obeyed
the Gospel, made a sacrifice in forsak-
ing their homes, perhaps their parents,
husbands, wives, children, farms, native
lands, or other things held dear, that the
work is done; but it is only just com-
menced. The work of purifying ourselves
and preparing to build up the Zion of
God on this continent has only just be-
gun with us when we have got as far as
that. Are we prepared now to establish
the Zion that the Lord designs to build
up? I have many times asked the ques-
tions, "Where is the man that knows how
to lay the first rock for the wall that is to

surround the New Jerusalem or the Zion
of God on the earth? Where is the man
who knows how to construct the first
gate of the city? Where is the man who
understands how to build up the king-
dom of God in its purity and to prepare
for Zion to come down to meet it?" "Well,"
says one, "I thought the Lord was going
to do this." So He is if we will let Him.
That is what we want: we want the peo-
ple to be willing for the Lord to do it. But
He will do it by means. He will not send
His angels to gather up the rock to build
up the New Jerusalem. He will not send
His angels from the heavens to go to the
mountains to cut the timber and make
it into lumber to adorn the city of Zion.
He has called upon us to do this work;
and if we will let Him work by, through,
and with us, He can accomplish it; other-
wise we shall fall short, and shall never
have the honor of building up Zion on the
earth. Is this so? Certainly. Well, then,
let us keep the commandments.

What are His commandments to us?
Has He commanded us to build an ark?
No. He told Noah to do that for the sal-
vation of those who would go into it; and
after he had built it, and had preached
righteousness for a long space of time,
warning the people of the coming judg-
ments of the Almighty, how many be-
lieved his testimony? Only eight souls,
and they were members of his own fam-
ily. All the rest were swept from the
face of the earth. This is according to
the account given to us in the Old Tes-
tament which we believe. I know that
there are a great many in the world
who are so wise in their own eyes that
they are not disposed to believe the ac-
count contained in the Bible of the Cre-
ation, of Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden, the antediluvian world and other
things, but we profess to believe, and we


