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sciences it may be; but there is no ques-
tion that many things of great worth
known anciently have been lost. Ar-
chaeological developments and investi-
gations bring to light facts in the me-
chanical arts which set at defiance the
skill of the world in our day. For in-
stance, where is the mechanic now, who
can sharpen copper so that it would
shave the beard from a man's face, or
chop timber like an axe made of steel?
The skill to do that is not in existence
now; yet it once was, and many other
arts, revealed to man anciently, have
been lost through the wickedness of the
people.

I want to say a few words about our
religion, but first I will ask you to re-
member this prayer which I offered at
the commencement of my remarks with
regard to the poor. If you will do that,
they will be looked after and brought
home. Now we will talk a little about
our religion. Ask the scientific men of
the world how many of the arts can be
reduced to a science? When they are
so reduced they become permanent; but
until then they are uncertain. They go
and come, appear and disappear. When
they are reduced to science and system
their permanency and stability are as-
sured. It is so with government—until
it is reduced to a science it is liable to be
rent asunder by anarchy and confusion,
and caprice, and scattered to the four
winds. Government, to be stable and per-
manent and have any show for success,
must be reduced to a science. It is the
same with religion; but our traditions
are such that it is one of the most diffi-
cult things in the world to make men be-
lieve that the revealed religion of heaven
is a pure science, and all true science in
the possession of men now is a part of
the religion of heaven and has been re-
vealed from that source. But it is hard to

get the people to believe that God is a sci-
entific character, that He lives by science
or strict law, that by this He is, and by
law He was made what He is; and will re-
main to all eternity because of His faith-
ful adherence to law. It is a most difficult
thing to make the people believe that ev-
ery art and science and all wisdom comes
from Him, and that He is their Author.
Our spirits are His: He begot them. We
are His children; He set the machine in
motion to produce our tabernacles; and
when men discard the principle of the ex-
istence of a Supreme Being, and treat it
with lightness, as Brother Taylor says,
they are fools. It is strange that sci-
entific men do not realize that all they
know is derived from Him; to suppose, or
to foster the idea for one moment, that
they are the originators of the wisdom
they possess is folly in the highest! Such
men do not know themselves. As for ig-
noring the principle of the existence of a
Supreme Being, I would as soon ignore
the idea that this house came into ex-
istence without the agency of intelligent
beings.

Well, the Latter-day Saints are be-
ginning to comprehend that true reli-
gion is a science; and their religion con-
sists of principles, law and order, and
they acknowledge God in all things; and
the time will come when every knee
will bow and every tongue confess to
and acknowledge Him, and when they
who have lived upon the earth and have
spurned the idea of a Supreme Being
and of revelations from Him, will fall
with shamefacedness and humble them-
selves before Him, exclaiming, "There
is a God! O, God, we once rejected
Thee and disbelieved Thy word and set
at naught Thy counsels, but now we
bow down in shame and we do ac-
knowledge that there is a God, and
that Jesus is the Christ." This time


