GATHERING THE POOR—RELIGION A SCIENCE.

ride," until the whole world is swallowed
up by the few.

You will excuse me if I say a few
words with regard to myself in these
charitable sermons. What is my feel-
ing today? The same as it has been for
years concerning houses, lands, and pos-
sessions. I say to the people, "If you will
give me for my property half what it has
cost me I will devote that means for the
gathering of the poor and the building of
Zion upon the earth, and will start again
with nothing. I have done it before, and I
am willing to do it again if the people will
take my property on these terms, and the
means, to the last dollar, shall be used
to send for the poor if they apostatize
the next year. They will not apostatize
where they are now; you could not hire
them to do it, you could not whip them
to it; you cannot starve their religion
out of them; but bring them here and
give them houses and lands, horses and
chariots, make merchants and traders of
them, and give them our means, then
some of them will apostatize, but not all.
Some of them will apostatize for very lit-
tle, it takes but few dollars; but they will
not do it where they are. I would bring
them here if they would apostatize, for
they must have a chance to prove them-
selves before God and angels with regard
to their integrity to and faith in the reli-
gion that we believe in.

Now, brethren and sisters, I pray
you to remember the poor, and every
time you feel like spending twenty-five
or fifty cents in tea or coffee, liquor, or
tobacco, stay your hand and put that
money into a safety or charitable fund to
help to gather the poor. Brother Joseph
has been pleading for them; I am giv-
ing you the plan. If we will leave off
tea, coffee, liquor, and tobacco and de-
vote the means as I have requested, we
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shall bring the blessings of heaven to
ourselves and bestow the blessings of
earth upon our brethren and sisters, and
we shall feel that comfort and consola-
tion that we could not feel otherwise.
Our hearts will rejoice, our food will be
sweet to us, our dreams will be pleas-
ant and our reflections will be filled with
peace, comfort, and consolation in the
power of God. But if we shut up our bow-
els of compassion our condition will be
exactly the reverse.

If the people will take this course to-
wards their poor brethren and sisters it
will relieve our hands at once. I sup-
pose that there is a million of money now
due the Perpetual Emigration Fund, by
those who have been gathered who have
not paid their arrearage. But we can-
not get it. If we were to send an agent
through the Territory to collect this in-
debtedness from these brethren and sis-
ters, it would probably cost more to sus-
tain him than the amount he would col-
lect, consequently we conclude to say
nothing about it, and to use the means
we have or that is contributed for this
purpose.

As for our being comfortable, I will
venture to say that we could pick out,
in this congregation, needless articles of
dress that have cost several hundred if
not thousands of dollars. I do not like
to charge the ladies with extravagance,
but how many yards of cloth does it take
now to make a dress? If Brother Heber
C. Kimball were here he would tell you
he used to buy six yards of calico for his
wife Vilate, who was a tall woman. That
used to make a dress, and it was a pretty
large pattern; then it got up to seven
since my recollection, then to eight, then
to nine, then to eleven, and I have
been called upon to buy sixteen, sev-
enteen, and eighteen yards for a dress.
I know there is a cause for this. My



