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This man to whom I refer, asserted how-
ever that they had the priesthood in
the Baptist Church, and that it had de-
scended to them through the Waldenses.
This idea naturally sets us to inquire
who the Waldenses were. One Peter
Waldo, we are told by Buck, was a mer-
chant who used a certain portion of his
fortune in hiring a monk to translate
the four Gospels; and on the strength
of this work he commenced preaching
and gathered around him a number of
persons who believed in his doctrines.
They were severely persecuted by the
Catholic Church, which anathematized
them and inflicted upon them every
penalty in its power—even excommuni-
cation, sword and fire. Notwithstanding
all this the Waldenses progressed, and
their doctrines and the work they per-
formed was a nursery for the Reforma-
tion.

But so far as the question of priest-
hood is concerned, if the Catholic
Church had the authority, it cut the
Waldenses off; and if it had none, all the
Waldenses had was derived from it, for
the Waldenses were seceders from the
Catholic Church. The result is that the
Baptists could have no priesthood except
by special revelation, and to this they lay
no claim whatever.

The same rule will apply to other de-
nominations; for I believe all of them
have to acknowledge that they received,
either directly or indirectly, their priest-
hood originally from the Roman Catholic
Church. Now if that church is not
true, the priesthood which came from
it could not be true; if their priest-
hood and authority were genuine and
bona fide, their expulsion of the so-
called Reformers would have its ef-
fect; the result is that, viewed in any
light whatever, these various denomi-
nations are left without a duly autho-
rized and legal priesthood. Unless the

Catholic Church had it, they could not
receive it from it; and if the Catholics
did have it they cut the Reformers off,
or expelled them. If you talk with the
various Protestant denominations about
these points they will tell you that the
Catholic Church had degenerated, that
it had gone into darkness, was anti-
Christ, and all this sort of thing, which
doubtless was correct; and according to
modern revelation this must be true; and
being true, we are urged to the conclu-
sion that all the sects and parties of the
religious world are wandering in dark-
ness.

Now one denomination out of five or
six hundred, more or less, the number
grown out of the original Church, might
probably be correct; but it is quite cer-
tain that no two of them, differing in
faith and practice, could be; and under
these circumstances the difficulty would
be to determine which was right. It
was in this position of perplexity and
doubt that Joseph Smith was placed
when he went and asked the Lord to tell
him which was right; and the Lord re-
vealed to him, through an holy angel,
that they were all wrong, and said He:
"I call upon you to go and preach the
Gospel in simplicity and purity." The re-
sult was that the Elders went forth and
proclaimed the Gospel, and it produced
a very singular effect on the minds of
the people. A few received it, but they
were treated with scorn; their preach-
ers were mobbed, daubed with tar and
feathers, pelted with eggs, their houses
torn down and burned, and finally the
leaders of the Church were murdered,
and their followers expelled from the
face of society and driven into the wilder-
ness, or were compelled to renounce
their religion, and the very great major-
ity took shelter from the face of man in
the midst of wild deserts, savage beasts


