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reign, and Elders with hearts over-
flowing with love and heaven-born
zeal, go forth to the nations, churches
spring up in every land and clime,
Saints increase and multiply and
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gather together; the Kingdom of God
continue to be established, and the
suggestive and inspired sayings of the
Prophet Daniel be literally and emphati-
cally accomplished.

WRITTEN SERMONS AND EXTEMPORE PREACHING—THE
PRIESTHOOD—OPPOSITION TO IT.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT GEORGE A. SMITH, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, SALT
LAKE CiTy, NOV. 20, 1870.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

In rising before the Saints I ever feel
a desire to be guided and inspired by
the light of the Holy Spirit to speak as
the circumstances and condition of the
people require. It is not as I used to
observe in my boyhood. I would hear
our minister pray the Lord to give him
His Spirit to dictate and indite precisely
such matter as should be suited to the
wants and condition of the assembly, and
then he would open his Bible and slip
in his written pamphlet and read a ser-
mon. Now, I confess that I never had
such remarkable answers to my prayers
on this subject. The Lord furnished it to
him already written and pointed plainly,
and he had nothing to do but to read
it. Whether preaching by notes in this
way is the better policy or not is doubted
by many of the Protestant churches;
but I believe it is the custom among
most of them. There are some clergy-
men who differ from this rule, think-
ing probably that, if a man sits in his
study and composes his discourse, he

does not have the spirit of delivering it
and enforcing it upon his audience as if
it were delivered extemporary.

With the Latter-day Saints the idea of
writing sermons or preparing addresses
beforehand is entirely discarded, it never
was practiced amongst them. It was the
order of God to choose the weak things
of the world. The learned, as a gen-
eral thing, scouted the idea of the Lord
revealing Himself to an ignorant man
like Joseph Smith, or of Joseph Smith
having faith to obtain knowledge from
God. I know they used to say, "Why
did not the Lord call upon a learned
man who has devoted his whole life
to the study of divinity if He wanted
anything done?" The real fact was they
thought they knew too much, they would
not listen to anything the Lord might
have to say. He simply called upon
Joseph, because he got puzzled with
hearing those learned men preach. He
had heard them preach four or five
different doctrines, and then had seen



