THE GOSPEL.

same knowledge and evidence they had
of its divine authenticity, and just as
honest and brave men to preach it as
they had, men that have proved their
integrity through sacrifice as great as
the Elders of the primitive churches ever
made. The testimony of our Elders is as
valid and worthy of credit as the testi-
mony of their Elders. Our Apostles who
are living, are as honest as the Apos-
tles of the New Testament, and their
testimony is as worthy of credit, so far
as they live and speak according to the
Scriptural law and testimony. If this
order of things which we have obeyed
is not the Gospel—if these evidences,
these manifestations, this knowledge,
this Holy Ghost, these deliverances from
misery, bondage, and starvation, and be-
ing placed in happy and comfortable cir-
cumstances, living together in peace and
harmony, building beautiful towns and
cities, free from demoralizing institu-
tions, be not the legitimate fruits of the
working of a pure and holy system, es-
tablished by God through Joseph Smith,
we shall be compelled to question the
genuineness of the Gospel in the former-
day Saints, as recorded of the New Tes-
tament.

By some it has been argued that
Joseph Smith and his prominent Elders
were the most corrupt, wicked and infa-
mous of impostors, but his followers, the
Latter-day Saints in general, though de-
ceived, were very good people and per-
fectly honest in their religious opinions.

From what I have already said in
regard to the operations and effects
of this scheme, it is easy to be seen
that, if it be an imposition, it is not
confined exclusively to the leaders of
this people, but this whole community
are actively and knowingly engaged in
this stupendous work of deception and
hypocrisy; and by the way, as I be-
fore hinted, if this could be proved
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to be the case, we should be compelled
to the belief that the former-day Saints
also had been engaged in the same dis-
graceful business. More than one hun-
dred thousand people now dwell in these
valleys, many of them having come from
distant climes and nations; in this great
fact they willingly and knowingly ex-
hibit to the world a clear and pow-
erful testimony, more expressive and
forcible than any language could com-
mand, that they did undeniably and
most positively receive, through the ordi-
nances of this Gospel, administered unto
them by our Elders, a knowledge of this
work, through the divine manifestations
of the Almighty.

But it may be objected that, whereas
this community were found by our mis-
sionaries in great poverty and distress,
therefore they obeyed the Gospel and
emigrated here to better their circum-
stances financially, without any regard
to its truth or falsity, as a divine sys-
tem. This might be true in some in-
stances, but impossible as regards its ap-
plication to this people as a community.
Such persons who received this work, not
with religious motives, not with honest
convictions of its divine requirements,
but solely for the loaves and fishes, can-
not possibly abide the test to which ev-
ery man's faith, sooner or later, must
be brought, but will have their dishon-
esty and hypocrisy exposed, and will apo-
statize. Hundreds of my brethren, El-
ders of this Church, full of godly zeal,
animated with the purest motives, hav-
ing obtained a knowledge of the will
of God, have left their wives and chil-
dren, everything that the heart holds
most dear, and gone forth to the na-
tions, without compensation, and called
on all to repent and turn their hearts
to the Lord, obey the Gospel, and they
should receive the Holy Ghost, which
should "lead them into all truth: and



