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can! Bless my heart, who don't do it? The
poor creatures! Isn't that what they are
after? Would not they do it if they could?
I can govern and control the Latter-day
Saints, not by the iron hand, but by the
principles of true government—the prin-
ciples of our religion, which, in their
very nature, are bound to make those
who will be guided by them healthy,
wealthy and wise. I think we are do-
ing our best at it; and I also think that
we will go on and be successful in this
good work in spite of earth and hell.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

I say God speed everybody that is for
freedom and equal rights! I am with you.
Whom do we want to fill our public of-
fices? We want the best men that we can
find for governor, president, and states-
men, and for every other office of trust
and responsibility; and when we have
obtained them, we will pray for them and
give them our faith and influence to do
the will of God and to preserve them-
selves and the people in truth and righ-
teousness. I have talked as long as time
will allow. God bless you. Amen.
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I can say to the people, as I have fre-
quently said, if we were apt scholars to
learn the truth and to understand the
mind and will of God concerning us, and
would then each and every one of us with
fervency perform his duty, it would not
be necessary to talk quite so loud and
quite so long as we do now. But we are
still children and can learn but little at
a time; and we need to have our lessons
repeated in our hearing very frequently,
for we are apt to lay down our books
when we go out of these schools where in-
structions are given. We are very apt to
slumber and sleep and forget what reso-
lutions we have made in our own minds,
and to forget what we have heard from

the servants of God. If we could learn
our lessons, treasure them up and prac-
tice upon them, it would not be neces-
sary to spend so much time in talking
or in listening to these who talk; but it
is necessary for us to talk and then to
practice and show the people as well as
teach them how to build up the kingdom
of God upon the earth. It is quite a pity
that we do not understand things! Take
the inhabitants of the earth as they are,
and in many things pertaining to what is
called worldly wisdom—mechanism, the
sciences, and the arts, there seems to
be a great deal of knowledge displayed,;
but they are ignorant, at the same time,
of the fountain of this knowledge. They



