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do that, they will understand the princi-
ples by which God lives and acts, and has
brought forth the earth and the intelli-
gence it contains; the intelligence he has
entrusted to man in giving him eyes to
see and ears to hear—properties that are
worthy the attention of a God—that will
enable Him to contrast and know, from
reason and from self experience, the good
from the evil. I say if we train our chil-
dren so as to place them in possession of
these principles we shall train them in
the way they should go, and the saying of
the wise man will be verified—they will
not depart from it.

In teaching false doctrine there al-
ways will be more or less of truth mixed
with it; there always has been where
anything of importance has been taught.
The enemy, the serpent, who beguiled
our first mother, told some truth. Said
he, "If you take this and eat thereof,
your eyes will be opened and you will
see as the Gods see." This was true, but
when he told her that she would not suf-
fer death as the consequence of so do-
ing, he lied—told that that was not true.
He mixed some truth with the error he
taught; her eyes were opened, or how
could she have seen?

If I were to preach to this congrega-
tion, who have been brought up in coun-
tries where there is no fruit raised, and I
was to teach them that there is such fruit
as oranges, if you had not seen or tasted
them how could you know whether I told
the truth or not? If I were to say to this
congregation there is such a fruit as a
sweet apple, but you had never seen nor
tasted nor had any knowledge of it, how
could you tell whether I told the truth
or not? But having tasted the bitter and
the sweet; having enjoyed ease and suf-
fered pain; having seen the light and
endured the darkness, you know that

which is good and that which is evil.
Without this experience how could we
know it? Consequently God has commit-
ted to the children of men this knowl-
edge, and He has made it plain and rea-
sonable before them, that they should
know as well as the Gods, that they
might choose the good and refuse the
evil. So it is, and so we should be taught.

And then, with regard to the reli-
gion of God, of His Son Jesus Christ,
of the holy angels and of the prophets
and Apostles, from first to last, it can
never injure any soul who will receive it.
If men would observe that, they would
never go to war with each other, they
would never destroy a good work that
others have performed. It is an evil
principle which introduces destruction,
wickedness and confusion into any com-
munity whatsoever. A good principle—
that which is of God, ornaments, builds
up, gathers the elements, beautifies the
earth, and makes it like the garden of
Eden; it improves the hearts of the peo-
ple, teaches children right doctrine, cor-
rect principle, to which they will adhere
through life. Through imbibing false
ideas, principles and teachings, children
become as the old Indian said. The
missionary had been trying to instruct
him in the saying, "Bring up a child
in the way he should go: and when he
is old, he will not depart from it;" but
the old Indian gave it a little different
interpretation. Said he, "Bring up a
child and away he goes." So it is now—
we bring up children and away they go.
Look at our young, middle-aged, and old
men! Look at the community that we
have in our country and in other coun-
tries! You take the sons of those flam-
ing divines! If you want to find the
most polished, complete, and perfect out-
laws that can be found, you hunt up the
son of some priest who has received a


