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is as good as another. God is the author
of all days; all days are His, and to show
to the Christian world that we are free
from their narrow, illiberal views, we la-
bor on the first day of the week."

Another class of the religious world,
equally conscientious with that to which
I have just referred, is as stringent in
prohibiting all kinds of labor on that day.
Towards evening on the seventh day of
the week the father cries to the chil-
dren, "Your chores must be done by sun-
set;" and as soon as the rays of the glo-
rious orb of day have disappeared, par-
ents and children assemble, and chapter
after chapter of the Bible is read, and
comments are made thereon; and there
the children sit until bedtime, and on the
first day of the week they repair to the
Sunday school, or to the house of wor-
ship, and so spend the Sabbath, believ-
ing that it is wrong to walk out, to play,
or even to laugh; but when sunset comes
again, away go the children to work, and
the hurry of the world again begins. Do
we see any such traditions as these? Yes.
The traditions of another have been of
such a nature, perhaps, that all labor
must cease at twelve o'clock on Satur-
day night sure, and as soon as twelve
o'clock on Sunday night comes we are at
liberty to work again; and so we might go
through the thousand traditions, the ef-
fects of which we see manifested by our
fellow creatures around us.

I was traditionated to believe in God
the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost, and I believe it is a Bible
doctrine. I do not think I am mistaken
in my religious faith. My priest would
pray, "Father of all mercies, God of all
grace, make thou one in our midst! Send
thou the Holy Ghost upon us, upon our
minds, that we may see! Reveal thyself

unto us as thou dost not unto the world!
Give unto us thy mind and thy will!
Give unto us the revelations of thy Son,
and bestow upon us thy power and
the influence thereof;" and after making
such a prayer the sermon that would be
preached would deny every word of it.
Ask the ministers of the Christian world
if the Holy Ghost is given in this day,
and they will tell you "no." I have heard
it preached hundreds and perhaps thou-
sands of times. Ask them if God man-
ifests Himself to the human family in
this our day, and you will be informed
that "He does not; that the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testament contain
the word of God, the plan of salvation,
and all that is necessary to save the hu-
man family. God does not reveal Him-
self; He does not come down to dwell
with the children of men; the Son of
God does not come to visit his people;
the Holy Ghost is not given as in an-
cient times." Ask them if the gift of heal-
ing is with them, and the reply is, "No,
it is done away." "Have you the gift of
prophecy?" "No, it is done away." "Have
you the gift of seeing spirits?" "No, it
is done away; all these gifts are done
away and we want you to understand
that we do not believe them." All this is
in accordance with their traditions, and
it is taught to the children, and they are
confused in their understandings. Well,
the Latter-day Saints know better than
to teach their children one thing at one
time and another at another time; they
also know better than to teach their chil-
dren principles and doctrines in theory
which they deny in practice. The Latter-
day Saints are not at liberty to do this;
we are not so called; we have not so re-
ceived the Gospel; but having received
the truth in our hearts, we should prac-
tice it in our lives, and on this basis


