WHY THE SAINTS ARE A STRANGE PEOPLE

he will never come to reign on the earth;"
but they will find their mistake out when
the king comes along; and I am thankful
that I am looking at some who, like the
little girl, are preparing for his coming.

Let me ask again, who is on safe
ground? Is the apostate on safe ground?
What has he got? If he has found truth,
it is here. We have embraced all truth
in the heavens, on the earth, under the
earth, on other planets, and in every
kingdom there is in all the eternities.
Every truth in every kingdom that exists
is embraced in our faith, and the Lord re-
veals a little here and a little there, line
upon line, and He will continue to do so
until we can reach into eternity and em-
brace a fullness of His glory, excellency
and power. Who are on safe ground,
then? These poor despised "Mormons"
are the only people who live on the face of
the earth that we know anything of who
are on safe ground. Whether the Bible is
true or not, no matter.

Now then, for a few words on the
opposite side. Leaving the difference
between the good and the evil, be-
tween light and darkness, and between
right and wrong, truth and error, as
marked out by the dividing line, let us
glance at the effects of the two prin-
ciples. Light, intelligence, good, that
which is of God, creates, fashions, forms,
builds up, brings into existence, beauti-
fies, makes excellent, glorifies, extends,
and increases; while on the other hand
that which is not of God burns, destroys,
cuts down, ruins, and produces dark-
ness and unbelief in the minds of the
people. Light and intelligence lead peo-
ple to the fountain of truth; while the
opposite principle says, "Don't believe a
word, don't do a thing; burn up and
destroy." Well now, when you leave the
truth you have nothing but unbelief. And
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this latter is precisely the condition of
the ungodly world, and, as fast as the
wheels of time can roll they are going
downward, downward to confusion, dis-
tress, anarchy and ruin. Their much
boasted liberal feelings and extended
views will not bring peace or truth to
them; but they are bringing contention
and darkness, hatred and malice. That
system that brings present security and
peace is the best to live by, and the best
to die by; it is the best for doing business;
it is the best for making farms, for build-
ing cities and temples, and that system
is the law of God. But it requires strict
obedience. The rule of right and the line
which God has drawn for the people to
walk by insures peace, comfort, and hap-
piness now and eternal glory and exalta-
tion; but nothing short of strict obedience
to God's law will do this.

Brethren and sisters, I can bear my
testimony that the Gospel is true. But
what will this do for a person who has
no eyes to see it and its beauties, no
mind or heart to understand the ex-
cellency of this code of laws and ordi-
nances that God has revealed? 1 say
the Gospel is true, but what does this
amount to, to such a person? Nothing.
What does? Draw the contrast between
the rule of heaven and the rule of wicked-
ness that now prevails on the earth, and
see which will make the people the most
happy and place them in the best cir-
cumstances; show which will give them
the most peace, the greatest enjoyment,
the greatest amount of intelligence, light
and happiness. That which leads to the
fountain of life and happiness will pro-
duce the most. Let the people judge
between the two by the contrast. All
live so as to produce intelligence, light
and happiness, or misery, confusion and
destruction. A person before he can
understand the law and government



