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which I have alluded, men set them-
selves up as teachers of things pertain-
ing to spiritual matters, of which they
know nothing. But the moment they do
that, they exhibit their folly, vanity, im-
becility, and shortsightedness, for, as I
have stated, they never did comprehend
the things of God without the Spirit of
God, and they never will. What folly it is,
for men with the breath in their nostrils,
who are but worms of the earth, existing
as it were for a day, and tomorrow are
cut down like the grass; or like the moth
or butterfly, which flutters around for a
brief space and then passes away into
everlasting oblivion; I say what folly it
is for beings so circumstanced, so weak,
imbecile, circumscribed, and controlled
to set themselves forward, unaided by
the Spirit of the Almighty, to fathom the
designs of God, to unravel the princi-
ples of eternal life, to comprehend the
relationship that subsists between God
and man and to draw aside the curtain
of futurity. Who is there who has seen
God or can comprehend Him, His de-
signs and purposes? No man is capable
of fathoming these mysteries. Man, in-
deed, can comprehend some of the princi-
ples which are developed in nature, and
only a few of these. But who can grasp
the intelligence that dwells in the bo-
som of Jehovah? Who can unravel His
designs and penetrate the unfathomable
abyss of the future? Who can tell upon
what principle this world was organized
or anything about the denizens of those
worlds that we see moving around us?
It is true that by the science of astron-
omy nice calculation in regard to the
heavenly bodies can be made; but none
can tell who put those bodies in motion,
how they are controlled, or by what class
of people they are inhabited. As the
Scriptures say, "What man, by his wis-

dom, can find out God?" No one can com-
prehend Him. We can find ourselves to
be a remarkable enigma, both in regard
to body and mind—each individual man,
woman, and child; but who can draw
aside the veil and tell how or why we
came here, and what awaits us when we
lay aside this mortal coil? None can do
this, unless God reveals it. There never
was a man, neither is there a man now,
nor ever will be, that can comprehend
these things upon the principle of nat-
ural or human philosophy, and nothing
short of the philosophy of heaven—the
intelligence that flows from God, can un-
ravel these mysteries.

Some men will stultify themselves
with the idea that in ages gone and past
the human race was in a semi-civilized
or barbarous condition, and that any
kind of a religion would do for the peo-
ple in those days; but with the progress
of intelligence, the march of intellect,
the development of the arts and sciences
and the expansion of the human mind, it
is necessary that we should have some-
thing more elevated, refined and intel-
lectual than that which existed then. To
me such notions are perfect foolishness.
If I read my Bible aright and believe
in it, known unto God were all things
from before the foundation of the world,
and I do not think that the intelligence
of the nineteenth century can enlighten
His mind in relation to these matters.
He that framed the body, shall He not
know its structure? He that organized
the mind, shall not He understand it?
Before this world rolled into existence
or the morning stars sang together for
joy, the great Eloheim comprehended all
things pertaining to the world that He
organized and the people who should in-
habit it; the position that they would
occupy and the intelligence that they


