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of the Lord, their humanity or the weak-
ness of human nature is soon forgotten.
I know how to feel for and sympathize
with them; I have realized all that they
have realized, for my experience in my
early career as a preacher of the Gospel
was similar to theirs. I was ignorant
of letters to a great degree, yet I had
been a Bible student from my youth; but
when the Spirit of the Lord was upon
me it was no matter to me who heard
my voice when declaring the principles
of the Gospel, or who felt disposed to dis-
pute, criticize, or spiritualize or do away
with the Scriptures of divine truth. To
me it was nothing; they were like chil-
dren, and their efforts were no more than
the efforts of babes. I do not think I
have ever seen or been acquainted with
a "Mormon" Elder who has enjoyed the
spirit of his mission but who was able
to stand before the learned and wise and
before the divines of the day and preach
the Gospel fearlessly, for the simple rea-
son that they have not the Gospel. They
may have a gospel; I do not dispute
that; and they have also their creeds and
forms of worship; but when they take
this book (the Bible) for their guide, in
their religion, faith and works, they are
one with us; then we have no disputa-
tions, no contentions, no room for argu-
ments; but when they do away with the
Scriptures and turn the truth of God into
a falsehood, and manifest the same spirit
as that manifested by the children of Is-
rael, namely, to transgress every law, to
change every ordinance and to break the
covenants delivered to them, why the El-
der of Israel has God to back him up;
he has the word of the Almighty to sus-
tain him; he has the Bible in his hand
to prove that his position is correct, and
that theirs is false.

We have labored, toiled, and tra-

veled, without purse or scrip, to preach
the Gospel to all nations and people
wherever they would hearken. Wher-
ever they would permit us to enter their
cities, towns and villages, their meeting-
houses, schoolhouses or dwelling houses,
we have been ready to preach to them
the words of life and salvation. It is
our delight to hear the young brethren,
who have returned from missions, say
the past three or five years, as the case
may be, "have been the happiest of my
whole life." Where is the man or woman
now living, or that ever did live, that
was not happy when in possession of
the Spirit of God? It makes its posses-
sors happier than all the pleasures of
life. Can wealth and worldly honor give
that complete joy and satisfaction which
the Spirit of God affords to the humble
Saint? No. The possession of everything
that we can desire—that our eyes could
see, our ears hear, or our hearts conceive,
would fall at our feet worthless, so far as
their capability of conferring real, gen-
uine joy, satisfaction and pleasure is con-
cerned, when compared with the Spirit
of God when it enlightens the mind, en-
riches the soul and lifts up an individ-
ual to behold the things of eternity, the
work of God and His designs concerning
this earth and the children of men. I say
that all earthly things fall at the feet of
an individual who possesses the Spirit of
God; for his life, hopes, desires, thoughts,
anticipations, and will are far above the
things of this life, and earth sinks be-
neath him. This Spirit animates our
young brethren when faithfully attend-
ing to their duties while on missions, and
it is this which enables them to say that
the time so spent has been the happiest
of their lives. This enables our Elders,
many of whom are to a great degree des-
titute of education, to stand before the


