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were no books in existence, if the reve-
lation itself were blotted out, and there
was nothing written in its favor, extant
among men, still I could bear testimony
for myself that I know this is a prin-
ciple which, if practiced in purity and
virtue, as it should be, will result in
the exaltation and benefit of the human
family; and that it will exalt woman
until she is redeemed from the effects
of the Fall, and from that curse pro-
nounced upon her in the beginning. I
believe the correct practice of this prin-
ciple will redeem woman from the ef-
fects of that curse—namely, "Thy desire
shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule
over thee." All the evils connected with
jealousy have their origin in this. It is
natural for woman to cleave to man; it
was pronounced upon her in the begin-
ning, seemingly as a punishment. I be-
lieve the time will come when, by the
practice of the virtuous principles which
God has revealed, woman will be eman-
cipated from that punishment and that
feeling. Will she cease to love man? No,
it is not necessary for her to cease to love.

How is it among the nations of the
earth? Why, women, in their yearning
after the other sex and in their desire
for maternity, will do anything to gratify
that instinct of their nature and yield to
anything and be dishonored even rather
than not gratify it; and in consequence
of that which has been pronounced upon
them, they are not held accountable to
the same extent as men are. Man is
strong, he is the head of woman, and
God will hold him responsible for the
use of the influence he exercises over the
opposite sex. Hence we were told by
brother Pratt that there are degrees of
glory, and that the faithful man may re-
ceive the power of God—the greatest He
has ever bestowed upon man—namely,

the power of procreation. It is a godlike
power, but how it is abused! How men
debase themselves and the other sex by
its unlawful and improper exercise! We
were told there is a glory to which alone
that power will be accorded in the life
to come. Still there will be millions of
women saved in the kingdom of God,
while men, through the abuse of this pre-
cious gift, will not be counted worthy of
such a privilege. And this very punish-
ment will, in the end, be woman's salva-
tion, because she is not held accountable
to the same degree that men are.

This is a subject that we would all
do well to reflect upon. There are
many points connected with the ques-
tion, physiologically, that might be dwelt
upon with great advantage. I have heard
it said, and seen it printed, that the
children born here under this system
are not so smart as others; that their
eyes lack luster and that they are dull
in intellect; and many strangers, espe-
cially ladies, when arriving here, are
anxious to see the children, having read
accounts which have led them to expect
that most of the children born here are
deficient. But the testimony of Profes-
sor Park, the principal of the University
of Deseret, and of other leading teachers
of the young here, is that they never saw
children with greater aptitude for the ac-
quisition of knowledge than the children
raised in this Territory. There are no
brighter children to be found in the world
than those born in this Territory. Un-
der the system of Patriarchal Marriage,
the offspring, besides being equally as
bright and brighter intellectually, are
much more healthy and strong. Need I
go into particulars to prove this? To you
who are married there is no necessity of
doing so; you know what I mean. You
all know that many women are sent to


