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Minor and Turkey, and I have blushed
many times while contrasting the prac-
tices and institutions of those people
with those of my own country," the
United States. He was a gentleman with
whom I had a discussion some years ago
on the principle of plural marriage. He
has traveled a good deal since then, and
he remarked to me, "Travel enlarges a
man's head and his heart. I have learned
a great many things since we had a dis-
cussion together, and I have modified my
views and opinions very materially with
regard to the excellence of the institu-
tions, habits, and morals which prevail
in Christendom." This gentleman told
me that among those nations, which we
call semi-civilized, there are no drink-
ing saloons, no brothels, nor drunken-
ness, and an entire absence of many
other evils which exist in our own na-
tion. I think this testimony, coming from
a man who, previously, had such strong
prejudices, was very valuable. He is not
the only one who has borne this testi-
mony, but all reliable travelers, who have
lived in Oriental nations, vouch for the
absence of those monstrous evils which
flourish in and fatten and fester upon
the vitals of all civilized or Christian na-
tions.

In speaking of Utah and this pe-
culiar practice amongst its people, it
is frequently said, "Look at the Turks
and other Oriental nations and see how
women are degraded and debased among
them, and deprived of many privileges
which they enjoy among us!" But if
it be true that woman does not oc-
cupy her true position among those na-
tions, is this not more attributable to
their rejection of the Gospel than to
their practice of having a plurality of
wives? Whatever her condition may be
there, however, I do not therefore ac-
cept, as a necessary conclusion, that she

must be degraded among us. We have re-
ceived the Gospel of the Lord Jesus, the
principles of which elevate all who honor
them, and will impart to our sisters ev-
ery blessing necessary to make them no-
ble and good in the presence of God and
man.

Look at the efforts which are be-
ing made to elevate the sex among the
Latter-day Saints! See the privileges
that are given to them, and listen to
the teachings imparted to them day by
day, week by week, and year by year,
to encourage them to press forward in
the march of improvement! The eleva-
tion of the sex must follow as a result
of these instructions. The practice in
the world is to select a few of the sex
and to elevate them. There is no coun-
try in the world, probably, where women
are idolized to the extent they are in the
United States. But is the entire sex in
the United States thus honored and re-
spected? No, it is not. Any person who
will travel, and observe while he is trav-
eling, will find that thousands of women
are degraded and treated as something
very vile, and are terribly debased in
consequence of the practices of men to-
wards them. But the Gospel of Jesus
and the revelations which God has given
unto us concerning Patriarchal Marriage
have a tendency to elevate the entire
sex, and give all the privilege of being
honored matrons and respected wives.
There are no refuse among us—no class
to be cast out, scorned and condemned;
but every woman who chooses can be an
honored wife and move in society in the
enjoyment of every right which woman
should enjoy to make her the equal of
man as far as she can be his equal.

This is the result of the revela-
tions of the Gospel unto us, and the
effect of the preaching and practice
of this principle in our midst. I
know, however, that there are those


