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might lead men into great sin, therefore
the Priesthood is the more necessary to
guide and control men in the practice of
this principle. There might be circum-
stances and situations in which it would
not be wisdom in the mind of God for
His people to practice this principle, but
so long as a people are guided by the
Priesthood and revelations of God, there
is no danger of evil arising therefrom. If
we, as a people, had attempted to prac-
tice this principle without revelation, it
is likely that we should have been led
into grievous sins, and the condemna-
tion of God would have rested upon us;
but the Church waited until the proper
time came, and then the people prac-
ticed it according to the mind and will
of God, making a sacrifice of their own
feelings in so doing. But the history of
the world goes to prove that the prac-
tice of this principle, even by nations
ignorant of the Gospel, has resulted in
greater good to them than the practice
of monogamy or the one-wife system in
the so-called Christian nations. Today,
Christendom holds itself and its institu-
tions aloft as a pattern for all men to fol-
low. If you travel throughout the United
States and through the nations of Eu-
rope in which Christianity prevails, and
talk with the people about their institu-
tions, they will boast of them as being
the most permanent, indestructible and
progressive of any institutions existing
upon the earth; yet it is a fact well known
to historians, that the Christian nations
of Europe are the youngest nations on
the globe. Where are the nations that
have existed from time immemorial?
They are not to be found in Christian
monogamic Europe, but in Asia, among
the polygamic races—China, Japan,
Hindostan, and the various races of that
vast continent. Those nations, from

the most remote times, practiced plu-
ral marriage handed down to them by
their forefathers. Although they are
looked upon by the nations of Europe as
semi-civilized, you will not find among
them woman prostituted, debased, and
degraded as she is through Christen-
dom. She may be treated coldly and de-
graded, but among them, except where
the Christian element prevails to a large
extent, she is not debased and polluted,
as she is among the so-called Christian
nations. It is a fact worthy of note
that the shortest-lived nations of which
we have record have been monogamic.
Rome, with her arts, sciences, and war-
like instincts, was once the mistress of
the world; but her glory faded. She was
a monogamic nation, and the numerous
evils attending that system early laid the
foundation for that ruin which eventu-
ally overtook her. The strongest say-
ings of Jesus recorded in the New Tes-
tament were leveled against the dread-
ful corruptions practiced in Rome and
wherever the Romans held sway. The
leaven of their institutions had worked
its way into the Jewish nation, Jewry or
Palestine being then a Roman province,
and governed by Roman officers, who
brought with them their wicked institu-
tions, and Jesus denounced the practices
which prevailed there.

A few years before the birth of the
Savior, Julius Caesar was First Consul
at Rome; he aimed at and obtained im-
perial power. He had four wives dur-
ing his life, and committed numerous
adulteries. His first wife he married
early; but, becoming ambitious, the al-
liance did not suit him, and, as the
Roman law did not permit him to re-
tain her and to marry another, he put
her away. He then married the daugh-
ter of a consul, thinking to advance
his interests thereby. She died, and a


