
CELESTIAL MARRIAGE. 201

that crimes of every hue, and of the
most appalling and revolting character
are constantly committed, exciting nei-
ther surprise nor comment. Murder,
robbery, adultery, seduction and every
species of villainy known in the volumi-
nous catalogue of crime in modern times,
are regarded as mere matters of ordi-
nary occurrence, and yet there is hue and
cry raised, almost as wide as Christen-
dom, for the persecution, by fine, impris-
onment, proscription, outlawry or exter-
mination of the people of Utah because,
knowing that God, the Eternal Father,
has spoken in these days and revealed
His mind and will to them, they dare to
carry out His behests. For years they
have meekly submitted to this persecu-
tion and contumely, but they appeal now,
as ever, to all rational, reflecting men,
and invite comparison between the state
of society here and in any portion of
this or any other country, knowing that
the verdict will be unanimous and over-
whelming in their favor. In every civi-
lized country on the face of the earth the
seducer plies his arts to envelop his vic-
tim within his meshes, in order to accom-
plish her ruin most completely; and it is
well known that men holding positions of
trust and responsibility, looked upon as
honorable and highly respectable mem-
bers of society, violate their marriage
vows by carrying on their secret amours
and supporting mistresses, yet against
the people of Utah, where such things
are totally unknown, there is an eter-
nal and rabid outcry because they prac-
tice the heaven-revealed system of a plu-
rality of wives. It is a most astonish-
ing thing, and no greater evidence could
be given that Satan reigns in the hearts
of the children of men, and that he is
determined, if possible, to destroy the
work of God from the face of the earth.

The Bible, the only work accepted
by the nations of Christendom, as a di-
vine revelation, sustains this doctrine,
from beginning to end. The only rev-
elation on record that can be quoted
against it, came through the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and is contained in the
Book of Mormon; and strange to say,
here in Salt Lake City, a day or two
since, one of the leading men of the na-
tion, in his eager desire and determina-
tion to cast discredit on this doctrine, un-
able to do so by reference to the Bible,
which he, no doubt, in common with
all Christians, acknowledges as divine,
was compelled to have recourse to the
Book of Mormon, a work which on any
other point he would most unquestion-
ably have scouted and ridiculed as an
emanation from the brain of an impostor.
What consistency! A strange revolution
this, that men should have recourse to
our own works, whose authenticity they
most emphatically deny, to prove us in
the wrong. Yet, this attempt, whenever
made, cannot be sustained, for brother
Pratt clearly showed to you, in his re-
marks the other day, that instead of the
Book of Mormon being opposed to this
principle, it contains an express provi-
sion for the revelation of the principle
to us as a people at some future time—
namely, that when the Lord should de-
sire to raise up unto Himself a righteous
seed, He would command His people to
that effect, plainly setting forth that a
time would come when He would com-
mand His people to do so.

It is necessary that this principle
should be practiced under the auspices
and control of the Priesthood. God has
placed that Priesthood in the Church to
govern and control all the affairs thereof,
and this is a principle which, if not prac-
ticed in the greatest holiness and purity,


