CELESTIAL MARRIAGE.

and when Christianity came to them, es-
pecially the Roman nation, it had to bow
to their mandates and customs, hence
the Christians gradually adopted the
monogamic system. The consequence
was that a great many marriageable
ladies of those days, and of all genera-
tions from that time to the present, have
not had the privilege of husbands, as the
one-wife system has been established by
law among the nations descended from
the great Roman empire—namely, the
nations of modern Europe and the Amer-
ican States. This law of monogamy, or
the monogamic system, laid the founda-
tion for prostitution and the evils and
diseases of the most revolting nature and
character under which modern Christen-
dom groans, for as God has implanted,
for a wise purpose, certain feelings in
the breasts of females as well as males,
the gratification of which is necessary
to health and happiness, and which can
only be accomplished legitimately in the
married state, myriads of those who
have been deprived of the privilege of
entering that state, rather than be de-
prived of the gratification of those feel-
ings altogether, have, in despair, given
way to wickedness and licentiousness;
hence the whoredoms and prostitution
among the nations of the earth, where
the "Mother of Harlots" has her seat.

When the religious Reformers came
out, some two or three centuries ago,
they neglected to reform the marriage
system—a subject demanding their ur-
gent attention. But leaving these Re-
formers and their doings, let us come
down to our own times and see whether,
as has been often said by many, the num-
bers of the sexes are equal; and let us
take as a basis for our investigations
on this part of our subject the censuses
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taken by several of the States in the
American Union.

Many will tell us that the number of
males and the number of females born
are just about equal, and because they
are so it is not reasonable to suppose that
God ever intended the nations to prac-
tice plurality of wives. Let me say a
few words on that. Supposing we should
admit, for the sake of argument, that
the sexes are born in equal numbers,
does that prove that the same equality
exists when they come to a marriage-
able age? By no means. There may
be about equal numbers born, but what
do the statistics of our country show in
regard to the deaths? Do as many fe-
males as males die during the first year
of their existence? If you go to the pub-
lished statistics you will find, almost
without exception, that in every State
a greater number of males die the first
year of their existence than females. The
same holds good from one year to five
years, from five years to ten, from ten
to fifteen, and from fifteen to twenty.
This shows that the number of females
is greatly in excess of the males when
they come to a marriageable age. Let
us elucidate still further, in proof of the
position here assumed. Let us take,
for instance, the census of the State of
Pennsylvania in the year 1860, and we
shall find that there were 17,588 more
females than males between the ages
of twenty and thirty years, which may
strictly be termed a marriageable age.
Says one, "Probably the great war made
that difference.” No, this was before the
war. Now let us go to the statistics
of the State of New York, before the
war, and we find according to the offi-
cial tables of the census taken in 1860,
that there were 45,104 more females
than males in that one State, between



