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of eternity, neither have they thrones
and kingdoms, but they are servants to
those of the highest order. The angels of
the terrestrial and telestial orders, while
possessing a degree of happiness and
glory, are lower than those of the celes-
tial order. We might inquire, have angels
not also these affections which belong to
the higher class of beings, inasmuch as
they are resurrected beings? Yes, but
herein they have lost, through disobe-
dience, the privilege of attaining to the
higher glory and exaltation. They have
affections and desires that never can be
gratified, and in this respect their glory
is not full.

I am talking, today, to Latter-day
Saints; I am not reasoning with un-
believers. If I were, I should appeal
more fully to the Old Testament Scrip-
tures to bring in arguments and testi-
monies to prove the divine authenticity
of polygamic marriages. Perhaps I may
touch upon this for a few moments, for
the benefit of strangers, should there be
any in our midst. Let me say, then,
that God's people, under every dispen-
sation since the creation of the world,
have, generally, been polygamists. I say
this for the benefit of strangers. Ac-
cording to the good old book called the
Bible, when God saw proper to call out
Abraham from all the heathen nations,
and made him a great man in the world,
He saw proper, also, to make him a
polygamist, and approbated him in tak-
ing unto himself more wives than one.
Was it wrong in Abraham to do this
thing? If it were, when did God re-
prove him for so doing? When did He
ever reproach Jacob for doing the same
thing? Who can find the record in the
lids of the Bible of God reproving Abra-
ham, as being a sinner, and having com-
mitted a crime, in taking to himself two
living wives? No such thing is recorded.
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He was just as much blessed after do-
ing this thing as before, and more so, for
God promised blessings upon the issue of
Abraham by his second wife the same as
that of the first wife, providing he was
equally faithful. This was a proviso in
every case.

When we come down to Jacob, the
Lord permitted him to take four wives.
They are so called in Holy Writ. They
are not denominated prostitutes, neither
are they called concubines, but they are
called wives, legal wives; and to show
that God approved of the course of Ja-
cob in taking these wives, He blessed
them abundantly, and hearkened to the
prayer of the second wife just the same
as the first. Rachel was the second wife
of Jacob, and our great mother; for you
know that many of the Latter-day Saints
by revelation know themselves to be the
descendants of Joseph, and he was the
son of Rachel, the second wife of Ja-
cob. God in a peculiar manner blessed
the posterity of this second wife. In-
stead of condemning the old patriarch,
He ordained that Joseph, the firstborn
of this second wife, should be consid-
ered the firstborn of all the twelve tribes,
and into his hands was given the double
birthright, according to the laws of the
ancients. And yet he was the offspring
of plurality—of the second wife of Jacob.
Of course, if Reuben, who was indeed the
firstborn unto Jacob, had conducted him-
self properly, he might have retained the
birthright and the greater inheritance;
but he lost that through his transgres-
sion, and it was given to a polygamic
child, who had the privilege of inherit-
ing the blessing to the utmost bounds
of the everlasting hills—the great con-
tinent of North and South America was
conferred upon him. Another proof that
God did not disapprove of a man hav-
ing more wives than one, is to be found



