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Brother George A. Smith was com-
puting the interest and indebtedness of
Missouri to us; but I tell you when the
Lord pays us up, it will be a "big" reward.
Be patient, live your religion, and when
the Almighty does reward, it will be on a
large scale.

And now let me give you my feel-
ings in relation to the interference of the
Government of the United States. What
do they want to interfere with us for?
Whom have we injured? Have we injured
anyone? Have we done wrong to anyone,
Jew or Gentile? Have we done wrong
to the Indians? Have we done wrong in
cultivating the soil, and in making this
barren and waste desert fertile? What
wrong have we done, that it is necessary
for Congress to interfere? They say, "We
are afraid you intend to do wrong." Well,
then you punish us in advance for the
wrong we have not done. They say, "You
are guilty of practicing polygamy." Well,
now, this is only one feather in the bird;
only one single feather. I will tell you,
everything is wrong about us in their es-
timation. It is wrong of us to get such an
influence on the earth, both at home and
abroad. And the reason why so much
is said about polygamy, is because it is
the only handle that they think they can
get hold of; but they will discover that

even this is so doubtful, in the eye of
Constitutional law, that it can give them
no assurance of success against us; and
they will find it the very principle that
will break in pieces the power that would
set it aside.

I would not say that I am speaking
now as a representative of the minds of
the Latter-day Saints as a body; I wish
merely to express my own sentiments
and feelings, and if I say anything that
is wrong, let me be corrected for it right
here. I will tell you that, just in propor-
tion as any power, whether the United
States or any other nation, seeks to hin-
der or oppose the progress of the Latter-
day Saints, or lay any stumbling block
in their way, the Lord will lay two stum-
bling blocks in their way, to their laying
one in ours.

We have something more potent than
our own arm to defend us—we have the
arm of Jehovah pledged for our protec-
tion. He will make bare His arm in the
eyes of the nations, and they will feel it.
It is getting too late in the day. The bat-
tle is too far advanced.

Then let us, as Latter-day Saints, be
filled with reverence for the kingdom of
God—for His laws and institutions; re-
membering our prayers, being faithful,
doing our duty in all things, and the Lord
will bear off His kingdom. God bless you.
Amen.
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It was announced at the close of
the forenoon meeting that I would

address the congregation this after-
noon upon the subject of Celestial


