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ark. Let me do my duty and all will
work for the best. This is how I feel,
brethren. When I began to speak, I had
quite an argument fixed up in my mind,
but I cannot touch it now, and it is use-
less to try. I will say, however, that it
is all summed up in the excellent quota-
tion made by our President—"My sheep
know my voice and will follow me; but
a stranger they will not follow, for they
know not the voice of strangers."

We must learn, brethren and sisters,
to be wise. We must learn to let the world
alone. The Lord has brought us out from
the nations. Said He, "Come out of her,
my people, that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and receive not of her plagues."
Now, why should we ever have any lin-
gering desire for any connection with the
world again? Will we invite them here
and scatter our means among them, and
put a weapon in their hands to destroy
us?

An illustrious visitor, the one only
second in office in the United States, ex-
pressed a desire that we should see the
necessity of inviting men of capital to
our midst, to aid in developing the re-
sources of the country, thereby making
our Territory a great commercial cen-
ter. The Lord knows His own business
best, and He will conduct it in a man-
ner and way that will please Him. I ap-
prehend He will take care of His peo-
ple. And if we will do His will and
keep His commandments, He will pro-
vide for us; and we may yet learn, in
the midst of all our reasoning and ar-
gument, that God has never yet desired
us to live after the manner of the world.
It is for us to keep His commandments
and He will provide for His children. He
will provide for His servants. Brethren
and sisters, you will see the servants of
God will have joy at heart; but the en-
emies of righteousness will have sorrow.

It is well for us to adhere to the prin-
ciple of cooperation and everything else
that is calculated to advance our inter-
ests as a people. It is well for us to ad-
here to the teachings that we receive,
and let our enemies and outsiders alone.
Is there anything wrong in our concen-
trating our time and means in a certain
channel? Can we not trade where and
with whom we will? Are we doing any-
one any injustice in this? No. Have
we the Constitutional right to invest our
capital wherever we like? Yes, we have
the Constitutional right. Is it my Con-
stitutional right to get all the power and
influence that I can? Yes, it is. Is there
anything unlawful in it? Nothing at
all. I will venture to say that the Hon.
Vice President would not object, today, to
have influence over all the citizens of the
United States. He would not object to it
at all; neither would any other politician.

We say there is nothing unlawful in
Brigham Young getting all the influence
that he can; but they want him out of the
way. They are not willing—they cannot
be willing, to see a man who has earned
the position he occupies, use his influ-
ence for the welfare, elevation and ad-
vancement of the people. They want to
occupy it themselves, and they are jeal-
ous.

I do not feel to detain you a great
while, brethren and sisters, but there
are two or three things in my mind
that I wish to make known. Congress,
it is said, is going to give the people
"their rights!" I wonder why they never
thought of giving us our rights? That
is another thing; it is a horse of another
color. But our rights are safe. Our rights
are in the hands of God; and we will trust
in Him for them; and when He does give
them to us, He will give them on a large
scale.


